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IN THIS ISSUE 
 

Dear CORS members, 

In this issue, we present the third Bulletin of 
2026, featuring a farewell message from 
outgoing President Dr. Marco Bijvank and a 
welcome message from incoming President 
Dr. Houra Mahmoudzadeh, along with a 
Council Corner update on the newly elected 
2026–2027 Council. This issue looks back 
on a memorable 2026 CORS Annual 
Conference in Kingston and looks ahead to 
the 2027 conference in Kelowna, as well as 
the announcement of the 2029 CORS 
Annual Conference location. 

We are also pleased to recognize this year's 
award winners, including the Omond 
Solandt Award, Award of Merit, Harold 
Larnder Award, Eldon Gunn Service Award, 
EDI Event Fund, Rising Star Award, Student 
Member Leadership Award, and Student 
Chapter Recognition. This issue highlights 
the results of the inaugural CORS OR 
Challenge, the Practice Prize, the Student 
Paper Competition (Open and 
Undergraduate categories), and the many 
Special Interest Group student paper 
competitions. In addition, members will find 
information on funding opportunities 
available to the Society, including the 
Traveling Speaker Program. 

Further updates include news and seminar 
recaps from Section and Student Chapters, 
the 2026–2027 budget and Annual 
Membership Report, details on upcoming 
meetings and conferences, and 
announcements related to CORS 
membership renewal and the CORS 
Diploma. Together, these items reflect the 
breadth of activities, opportunities, and 
community engagement across CORS. 

Cheers, 
Niloofar 
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Past President   Marco Bijvank 

Councillors   Amir Ardestani-Jaafari (25–27) 

Salimur Choudhury (25–27) 

Amir Rastpour (26–28) 
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Student Councillor   Camille Pinçon    
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Standing Committees 
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Kent Kostuk 
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Program Majid Taghavi (chair), Kent Kostuk, Salimur 

Choudhury, Amir Ardestani-Jaafari 

Public Relations Kimia Ghobadi (chair), Amir Ardestani-Jaafari, 
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Akbarian-Saravi, Kimia Ghobadi, Houra 
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Majid Taghavi, Kent Kostuk  
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Choudhury, Niloofar Akbarian-Saravi 

Micro Events Camille Pinçon (chair), Majid Taghavi, Amir 
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Nominating Marco Bijvank (chair), Houra Mahmoudzadeh 
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2026–2027 CORS COUNCIL 
 

 

President Houra Mahmoudzadeh, University of Waterloo, president@cors.ca  

Vice-President Majid Taghavi, St. Mary’s University, vicepresident@cors.ca  

Secretary Tiffany Bayley, Western University, secretary@cors.ca  

Treasurer Kent Kostuk, Applied Decision Systems, treasurer@cors.ca  

Past President Marco Bijvank, University of Calgary, pastpresident@cors.ca  

Councillor (2025–2027) Amir Ardestani-Jaafari, UBC Okanagan, amir.ardestani@ubc.ca 

Councillor (2025–2027) Salimur Choudhury, Queen's University, s.choudhury@queensu.ca 

Councillor (2026–2028) Amir Raspour, Ontario Tech University, amir.rastpour@ontariotechu.ca  

Councillor (2026–2028) Kimia Ghobadi, Johns Hopkins University, kimia@jhu.edu  

Student Councillor Camille Pinçon, Polytechnique Montreal, camille.pincon@etud.polymtl.ca  

Standing Committee Chair Joe Naoum-Sawaya, Western University, jnaoum-sawaya@ivey.ca  

Standing Committee Chair Eman Almehdawe, University of Regina, Eman.Almehdawe@uregina.ca  
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SECTION AND CHAPTER PRESIDENTS 
 

 

Atlantic Claver Diallo, Dalhousie University, claver.diallo@dal.ca  

Quebec Irène Abi-Zeid, Université Laval, irene.abi-zeid@osd.ulaval.ca 

Montreal 
Nadia Lahrichi, Polytechnique Montréal, nadia.lahrichi@polymtl.ca 
Anjali Awasthi, Concordia University, anjali.awasthi@concordia.ca  

Ottawa Onur Ozturk, University of Ottawa, ozturk@telfer.uottawa.ca  

Kingston Salimur Choudhury, Queen's University, s.choudhury@queensu.ca 

Toronto Vahid Roshanaei, University of Toronto, v.roshanaei@utoronto.ca  

Southwest Ontario Felipe Rodrigues, Western University, felipe.rodrigues@uwo.ca  

Saskatoon Mohammadreza Nematollahi, University of Saskatchewan, nematollahi@edwards.usask.ca 

Calgary Marco Bijvank, University of Calgary, marco.bijvank@haskayne.ucalgary.ca  

Edmonton Ilbin Lee, University of Alberta, ilbin@ualberta.ca  

Vancouver  
Elaheh Ghasemi, University of British Columbia, elaheh.ghasemi@ubc.ca  
Salar Ghotb, University of British Columbia, salar.ghotb@ubc.ca  

Quebec Student Razieh Mousavi, Université Laval, razieh.mousavi.1@ulaval.ca  

Waterloo Student Atahan Bayir, University of Waterloo, abayir@uwaterloo.ca  

Montreal Student Camille Pincon, Polytechnique Montréal, camille.pincon@etud.polymtl.ca  

Toronto Student Bradley Hallett, University of Toronto, bradley.hallett@mail.utoronto.ca    

Hamilton Student Maryam Mashayekhi, McMaster University, masham3@mcmaster.ca  

Okanagan Student Paria Rostamian, UBC Okanagan, pariaros@mail.ubc.ca  

Alberta Student Erfan Rafieikia, University of Alberta, rafieiki@ualberta.ca  

Kingston Student Tasnim Ahmed, Queen’s University, tasnim.ahmed@queensu.ca  
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ADDRESS OF THE OUTGOING PRESIDENT 

 
Dear members of CORS, colleagues, and friends, 

 

As I write my final message for the CORS Bulletin as 

Immediate Past President of the Society, I would like to 

begin by expressing my sincere gratitude to everyone who 

contributes to making CORS/SCRO such a vibrant and 

engaged community throughout the year. Our Society is 

much more than its annual conference. It is sustained by the 

dedication of our Council members, committee volunteers, 

and the many individuals who lead and support our Special 

Interest Groups (SIGs), Student Chapters, and Local 

Sections. Through their efforts, they organize seminars, 

workshops, networking events, and other activities that 

foster collaboration, strengthen our community, and 

advance Operational Research across Canada. Their commitment ensures that CORS/SCRO remains 

active and connected throughout the year, and I am deeply grateful for their service. 

 

I would also like to extend my heartfelt thanks to the organizers of the 2026 CORS Annual Conference. 

Organizing a successful conference requires an extraordinary amount of time, energy, and coordination, 

and their efforts provided our community with an outstanding opportunity to share research, build new 

collaborations, reconnect with colleagues, and strengthen professional relationships. On behalf of 

CORS/SCRO, I would like to sincerely thank Vedat Verter, Salimur Choudhury, and the entire Queen's 

University organizing team for their dedication and warm hospitality. The conference was memorable not 

only for its excellent academic program, but also for the many opportunities to connect with one another, 

including the boat tour and the live music at the awards banquet. 

 

I could use this final message to reflect on everything Council has accomplished over the past year: 

launching new initiatives such as the CORS Rising Star Award, the INFOR Publication Award, and the 

OR Challenge for graduate students, and advancing many other initiatives. Instead, I would like to look 

ahead. I leave this role with a strong sense of optimism about the future of Operational Research in 

Canada. The rapid advances in artificial intelligence, machine learning, and data-driven decision making 

are creating opportunities for our field to demonstrate its value in healthcare, transportation, supply 

chains, energy systems, public policy, education, and many other sectors. Rather than replacing 

Operational Research, these technologies reinforce the importance of rigorous modeling, optimization, 

stochastic analysis, and evidence-based decision making. I believe CORS/SCRO is exceptionally well 

positioned to help shape this future and to ensure that Operational Research continues to make a 

meaningful impact across Canada. 

 

Although my term as President has come to an end, I look forward to continuing to contribute to the 

Society. One of my priorities over the coming year will be to help restructure and implement the CORS 

administrative handbook so that the knowledge accumulated through many years of volunteer service is 

better documented and transferred to future leaders. Having served on CORS Council since 2018, I have 

benefited immensely from the experience, guidance, and generosity of many colleagues. I hope to help 
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preserve this institutional knowledge and make it more accessible to those who will lead and strengthen 

the Society in the years ahead. 

 

Finally, I am delighted to share that the 2029 CORS Annual Conference will be held in downtown Calgary 

from July 16-20, immediately following the Calgary Stampede (Canada's greatest outdoor show) and will 

be organized jointly with IFORS and INFORMS. This major international conference will bring together 

researchers, practitioners, and students from around the world and provide an exceptional opportunity to 

showcase the strength of Operational Research in Canada. On a personal note, I very much look forward 

to welcoming you to Calgary and hope many of you will take the opportunity to experience both the 

conference and everything the city has to offer. 

 

Serving as President of CORS/SCRO has been a tremendous privilege. Thank you for the trust you 

placed in me, for your friendship, and for your many contributions to our Society. I look forward to 

continuing to work alongside you and to seeing the many ways in which Operational Research will 

contribute to solving society's most important challenges. 

 

Warm regards, 

 

Marco Bijvank 

 

Immediate-Past President, Canadian Operational Research Society (CORS/SCRO) 

marco.bijvank@haskayne.ucalgary.ca  

 

 
 

 
  

  

mailto:marco.bijvank@haskayne.ucalgary.ca
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INCOMING PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 
Dear CORS Members, 

It is a pleasure to write my first message as President of 
CORS. 

I would like to begin by thanking our immediate Past 
President, Marco Bijvank, for his leadership over the 
past year. Fortunately for all of us, the transition from 
President to Past President does not come with an 
immediate reduction in workload, and I have already 
been grateful for Marco’s continued contributions as we 
move several initiatives forward! I would also like to 
welcome Tiffany Bayley as our new Secretary, and Amir 
Rastpour, Kimia Ghobadi, and Camille Pinçon as the 
incoming Councillors. I am very fortunate to be working 
alongside an exceptional council and look forward to building on the momentum already in place. 

Our recent annual conference in Kingston was a wonderful success! I would like to thank conference 
co-chairs Vedat Verter and Salimur Choudhury, together with the many organizers, volunteers, 
speakers, sponsors, and attendees who made the conference so memorable. Alongside an outstanding 
technical program, Kingston offered many opportunities to connect and reconnect with colleagues, from 
the boat cruise and live jazz music to lots of dancing and, of course, the now infamous human pyramid! 
Congratulations to all the award winners whose contributions were celebrated during the conference.  

Like many members, I have been part of the CORS community through many stages of my career, 
from graduate student to volunteer, SIG officer, council member, and now President. Throughout that 
journey, CORS has remained a welcoming community where people genuinely support one another. 
This sense of community is one of our greatest strengths, and it is something I hope we will continue to 
cultivate. I encourage all members, especially those newer to CORS, to get involved. Whether through 
a section, SIG, committee, competition, or event, every contribution helps strengthen the Society and 
its future. 

Over the coming year, council will continue to support the many successful initiatives already 
underway, and we will also continue exploring new ways to engage members, increase the visibility of 
CORS, and support the growth of the operational research community across Canada. We are also 
excited to begin planning for next year's conference in Kelowna, and I hope many of you will join us 
there. 

Thank you for being part of the CORS community. I look forward to working together in the year ahead. 

Cheers! 

 

Houra Mahmoudzadeh, CORS President | Présidente de la SCRO  
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2026–2027 CORS COUNCIL 

     
  

Houra   Majid       Tiffany     Kent 
 

 
 Marco      Salimur        Amir A-J  Kimia  
 
 
 

 
   Amir R     Camille     Eman     Joe  
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2027 CORS ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
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CALL FOR PROPOSALS: 2028 CORS CONFERENCE 
 
This is a call for proposals to host the CORS Conference in 2028. All proposals will be evaluated by 
CORS Council. A proposal to host the 2028 CORS Conference should address the following: 
 

1. The name of the conference chair (or one of the conference co-chairs) to serve as 
the primary contact between conference organizers and the Society officers. The 
names of other people involved in organizing the conference, such as the program 
chair. 

 

2. The planned conference dates. The conference shall be held between mid-May 
and mid-June. Any deviation from this timing must be approved by CORS Council. 

 

3. Information regarding the conference venue. This should include the number of 
tracks your proposal would be able to accommodate including the number of 
people in the rooms. CORS Council is required to have their Annual General 
Meeting (AGM) for all attending CORS members during the conference. This has 
usually been held over lunch on the second day of the conference. Is there a large 
auditorium available for the meeting? What is the intended location to organize the 
CORS banquet? Are there sufficient hotel options available within close vicinity of 
the conference venue? 

 

4. It is important for the CORS officers that the conference runs on at least a break-
even basis. Please provide a rough budget for the conference, including facility 
charges and catering charges (coffee breaks, lunch for the AGM, and dinner for 
the CORS banquet). Include what you anticipate charging for the conference to 
break even. Note that historically, anywhere between 30 to 45% of attendees are 
students and thus charged significantly less. In the past couple of years, the 
average charges were about CAD 650 for regular members (CAD 550 for early 
registration) and CAD 275 for student members (CAD 200 for early registration). 
Indicate if your institution will be able to contribute sponsorship money to the 
conference. 

 

5. Please provide any additional information that you feel would be relevant to CORS 
Council when evaluating the attractiveness of your proposal to host the 2028 
CORS Conference. 

 

Full proposals should be sent to the Secretary of CORS, Tiffany Bayley, at secretary@cors.ca before 

October 2, 2026. 

 

mailto:secretary@cors.ca
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For more information, please click here. 

 

 

https://www.fico.com/en/products/fico-xpress-optimization
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Council Corner 

 

• We had the first meeting for the new round of CORS council members. 

CORS Membership 
 

 

Renew your CORS membership for the period until 31 March 2027. Fees are due now.  
 
Please renew your membership on the CORS website. 
 
You may be able to use an NSERC grant to pay membership dues for yourself and your graduate 
students.  
 

 

CORS Diploma 
 

The CORS Diploma is awarded by the Canadian Operational Research Society, in association with 
participating Canadian universities, to recognize CORS members who have successfully completed a 
program of study which has included significant exposure to operational research in the following areas: 
OR techniques, probability and statistics, computers and systems, and applications of OR. The objective 
of the Diploma is to encourage students to pursue an educational program in the field of operational 
research and to recognize their achievement in successfully completing such a program. It benefits the 
university by highlighting the fact that a student can gain significant exposure to operational research 
through a particular course of study offered at that university. It benefits CORS by encouraging students 
to pursue a career in OR and by attracting new members. For more information, see the CORS website. 

 

FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES 
 

Traveling Speaker Program 
 

The Traveling Speaker Program (TSP) enables local sections to bring OR practitioners and researchers 
in Canada as speakers to their local events. To keep costs in line while maximizing the CORS national 
profile, CORS sponsorship will be limited to 50% of the total expenses, up to a maximum of $500 per 
speaker or $1000 for a single event (conference, workshop). Other expenses can be covered by the local 
section. The program of the event must acknowledge the contribution of CORS. The president of the 
local section must contact the TSP Coordinator to obtain approval for funding at least one month in 
advance of the event date. Payment will be made by the CORS Treasurer upon receipt of the Expense 
Form.  
 
The president of the local section fills out the application form on the CORS website and submits the form 
to the TSP Coordinator Marco Bijvank (pastpresident@cors.ca) 

mailto:pastpresident@cors.ca
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2026 CORS AWARDS 
 

Omond Solandt Award: Scotiabank 
 
The Omond Solandt Award is presented to an organization, private or governmental, that is deemed to 
have made an outstanding contribution to Operational Research in Canada. Dr. Solandt was the 
founder and first chair of the Defence Research Board (DRB). At various times in his life, he headed the 
Science Council of Canada, was vice chair of Canadian National Railways (CNR), and Chancellor of 
the University of Toronto.  
 

 
 

 

Award of Merit: Timothy C.Y. Chan 
 

The Award of Merit is presented annually to a current or past member of CORS in recognition of 

significant contributions to the profession of operational research.  
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Harold Larnder Award: Martin L. Puterman 
 

The Harold Larnder Award is awarded annually to an individual who has achieved international 
distinction in operational research. The award winner delivers the Harold Larnder Memorial Lecture, on 
a topic of general interest to operational researchers, at the CORS Annual Conference. Harold Larnder 
was a well-known Canadian in wartime OR. He played a major part in the development of an effective 
radar-based air defense system during the Battle of Britain. He returned to Canada in 1951 to join the 
Canadian Defence Research Board and was President of CORS in 1966–67. 
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Eldon Gunn Service Award winners:  
Andrea Friars, Samira Abbasgholizadeh Rahimi 

 
The Eldon Gunn Service Award is presented to members of the Society who have made outstanding 
contributions of time and service to the Society: at the national or local level, as conference organizers 
or as editors of CORS publications. Eldon Gunn was a major contributor to the Society since the early 
1980s and to operational research in Canada since the 1970s. He was one of the first recipients of the 
Service Award in 1987, after serving on the Council and acting as conference chair for the 27th annual 
Conference in Halifax in 1985. He went on to serve as President of the Society in 1991 and continued 
his service with passion up until his passing in 2016.  
 

 
 

 
EDI Event Fund: Anjali Awasthi 

 
CORS is pleased to announce the opening of applications for the Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion 
(EDI) Event Fund. This grant is designed to support individuals, groups, and organizations in 
creating events that actively promote and celebrate equity, diversity, and inclusion within the OR 
community. We invite you to submit your innovative event proposals for consideration. 

 

 
 

  



 
Volume 60 Number 3 

August 2026 
 17 

 

 

 

 

 

CORS Annual Conference 
17–19 May 2027, Kelowna, BC 

 

Rising Star Award 
As a leading society in the field of Operational Research, CORS/SCRO plays an important role in 
influencing, recognizing, and rewarding its members for their research accomplishments and impact on 
the OR community. The CORS Rising Star Award recognizes members in the early stages of their 
careers who have demonstrated exceptional promise and impact in the field of OR. The award aims to 
acknowledge emerging leaders whose work contributes significantly to the advancement, visibility, and 
application of OR in academia, industry, government, or not-for-profit sectors. 
 

• Winner: Rafid Mahmood 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Runner up: Maryam Daryalal 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Award Chair: Houra Mahmoudzadeh (U of Waterloo) Award Judges: Irene Abi-Zeid (ULaval), Marco 
Bijvank (U of Calgary), Samir Elhedhli (U of Waterloo), Greg Zaric (Western U) 
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Student Member Leadership Award 
 
Every year, CORS recognizes the outstanding service contributions of individual CORS 
student members to their local student chapter and the Society. This award is a showcase of 
exemplary dedication to promoting the field of operational research and the CORS society. 
Awardees will be acknowledged during the Annual CORS Conference. 

 
o Winner: Hamid Arzani (University of Toronto) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
o Honorable Mention: Juan Sebastian Riveros Perez (HEC Montréal) 
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Student Chapter Recognition 
 
Every year, CORS recognizes the contributions of active CORS student chapters in serving the Society 
through certificates at bronze, silver, or gold levels. These certificates recognize the efforts of the 
members of the student chapters in promoting operational research in the student membership by 
organizing events related to the scope of CORS, both at the local and national levels. Awardees will be 
acknowledged during the annual CORS Conference, and certificates will be awarded to successful 
chapters. 
 

• Montréal (Silver) 

• Québec (Silver) 

• Waterloo (Bronze) 

• Toronto (Bronze) 
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Paper judges: Maciej Bukczynski (U of Alberta), Priya L. Donti (MIT), Hour Mahmoudzadeh (U of 
Waterloo), Tamon Stephen (SFU), Jessica Stockdale (SFU) 
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CORS OR Challenge 
 
 

CORS is launching the CORS OR Challenge, a new graduate-student competition associated with the 

CORS Annual Conference. The challenge invites teams of 2–4 graduate students to tackle a real-world 

Operations Research problem, demonstrating skills in problem structuring, model formulation, solution 

development, and clear communication. 

 
 

o Winner: Ahmed Mohammed, Fei Zhang, Goksu Okur, Efecan Senturk (Pro Evolution 
Strategists, University of Waterloo) 

 

 
 

o 2nd Place: Mohammadreza Fathi, Seyedeh Parisa Moosavi, Hamid Nakhaei, Jerry Sun 
(UofT Champions, University of Toronto) 
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o 3rd Place: Flore Caye, Camille Pinçon, Juan Sebastian Riveros Perez, Joseph 
Thompson (CIRRELT-FC, Polytechnique Montréal and HEC Montréal) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Competition Chair:  Eman Almehdawe (U of Regina) 
 
Presentation judges: Salma Karray (Ontario Tech), Peter Vanberkel (Dalhousie), Kyle Maclean 
(Western U) 
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CORS Energy, Environment, and Sustainability SIG:  
Student Paper Competition 

  
o Winner:  Andrew Swift (Dalhousie). Grid-Integrated Green Ammonia Production System 

Design Optimisation Under Renewable Energy Supply Uncertainty 

 
o Runner-up: Alireza Ghahtarani (HEC Montréal). Press Start to Charge: Videogaming 

the Online Centralized Charging Scheduling Problem 

 

 
 
Finalists 

• Pablo Verdugo-Rivadeneira (U of Waterloo) 
Physics-Based Reinforcement Learning Framework for Energy Management of Airport Thermo-

Electrical Microgrids 

• Zhenggao Wu (U of Waterloo) 
Robust Optimization for Sequential Investment Problems: An Application to Climate Change 

Adaptation in the Mississippi River Basin 

• Saman Teymoorian Motlagh (U of Calgary) 
Beyond Net Metering: Multi-Stakeholder Win4 Framework for Compensating Distributed Solar 

• Alireza Ghahtarani (HEC Montréal)  
Press Start to Charge: Videogaming the Online Centralized Charging Scheduling Problem 

• Andrew Swift (Dalhousie) 
Grid-Integrated Green Ammonia Production System Design Optimisation Under Renewable 

Energy Supply Uncertainty 

Competition Chair: Mehrdad Pirnia (U of Waterloo) 
Competition Jury: Fuzhan Nasiri (Concordia),  Stanko Dimitrov (U of Waterloo), Miguel , Anjos (U of 
Edinburgh), Joe Naoum-Sawaya (Western) 
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CORS Forestry SIG: David Martell Student Paper Prize 
 
o Winner: Yasser Zeinali (U of Alberta). Data-Driven Optimization for Wildfire Suppression 

Resource Deployment 

 

 
 
Finalists 
 

• Garros (Zhiyu) Gong (U of Waterloo) 
Sustainable Wildfire Management Meets Social Media: How Virtual Interaction Affects Wildfire 

Response Costs 

• Mahsa Valipour (École nationale d'administration publique) 
An adaptive simulation-based inventory optimisation approach to enhancing biomass supply 

chain resilience: a case study of remote communities 

• Yasser Zeinali (U of Alberta) 
Data-Driven Optimization for Wildfire Suppression Resource Deployment 

 
Award Chair: David Martell (U of Toronto) 

 

Award Committee: Jules Comeau (Université de Moncton), Greg Paradis (UBC), Mazyar 

Zahedi (U of Canada West) 
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CORS Healthcare Operational Research SIG: Student Paper Competition 
 

o Winner: Maryam Akbari-Moghaddam (McMaster U). Data-Driven Bed Capacity Planning 
Using Mt/Gt/∞ Queueing Models with an Application to Neonatal Intensive Care Units 
 

 
 
o Runner-up: Sara Mesgari (U of Ottawa). Dynamic Advance Patient Scheduling with 

Uncertain Number of Follow-Up Appointments 
 
Finalists 
 

• Maryam Akbari-Moghaddam (McMaster U) 
Data-Driven Bed Capacity Planning Using Mt/Gt/∞ Queueing Models with an Application to 

Neonatal Intensive Care Units 

• Sara Mesgari (U of Ottawa) 
Dynamic Advance Patient Scheduling with Uncertain Number of Follow-Up Appointments 

• Zhenghang Xu (U of Toronto) 
Managing Scarce MRI Capacity in Overloaded Queueing Systems 

 

Award Chair:   Martin Cousineau (HEC Montréal) 
 
Presentation jury: Armann Ingolfsson (U of Alberta), John Blake (Dalhousie U), Louis-Martin 
Rousseau (Polytechnique Montréal), Greg Zaric (Western U) 
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CORS Quantum Computing for Optimization SIG:  
Student Paper Competition 

 
o Winner: Erfan Shahab (Toronto Metropolitan U). Hybrid Quantum–Classical Generative 

Optimization for Resilient Service Composition under Disruption Constraints 
 

 
 
 
Competition Chair:  Mahzabeen Emu (MUN) 
 
Competition Committee: Huixiang Zhang (Lakehead U) 
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CORS Queueing and Applied Probability SIG:  
Student Paper Competition 

 
o Winner: Amirmohammad Marshalpirgheybi (U of Waterloo). Dynamic Control of 

Multiclass Multi-Episode Service Systems with Waiting Time Dependent Transitions 
 

 
 

o Runner-up: Sina Taheria (U of Calgary). When Waiting Changes Your Priority: 
Queueing Systems with Stochastic Priority Upgrading 

 

 
 
Competition Chair:  Amir Rastpour (Ontario Tech) 
 
Competition Committee: Yun Zhou (McMaster U), Yiwen Jin (U of Calgary) 
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CORS Teaching and Learning SIG: Inaugural Teaching Competition 
 
o Winner: Larissa Troper (U of Waterloo). LLM-Driven Planning for Longitudinal Care 

Operations: A Teaching Case 
 

 
 
 

o Honorable Mention: Elham Heydarigharaei (U of Toronto). How Do We Optimize Data 
Collection in Smart Cities? 

 

Award Chair:  Mengyu Li (U of Florida), Presented by: Vahid Roshanaei (U of Toronto) 
 
Award Committee: Tiffany Bayley (Western U), Andrea Friars (Canadian Blood Services) 
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CORS Transportation and Logistics SIG:  
Gilbert Laporte Student Paper Award 

 
o Winner: Ali Mahmoudi Jabdaragh (Dalhousie U). Equity-Aware Urban Bus Transition 

Problem: A Bi-Level Mixed-Integer Optimization Framework with Machine Learning-Assisted 
Solution Method 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
o Runner-up: Yan Zhang (McGill U). Online Facility Location: Running Stores on Wheels with 

Spatial Demand Learning 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Award Chair:  Okan Arslan (HEC Montréal)  
Award Committee: Simona Mancini (U of Palermo), Borzou Rostami (U of Alberta) 
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CORS Practice Prize 
 

The Practice Prize Competition recognizes the outstanding application of OR by practitioners in 
Canada and it attracts quality papers to the CORS Annual Conference. 
 

o Winner:  Plans for the Future Bridging the Practicability Gap: A Hybrid Optimization and 
Machine Learning DSS for Log Transportation at NRCan 

▪ Abdelhakim Abdellaoui, Issmail El Hallaoui (Polytechnique Montréal), Loubna 
Benabbou, (U of Québec at Rimouski), François Aube, Mouloud Amazouz, 
(Natural Resources Canada, CanmetEnergy-Varennes) 

 
Abstract  

 

Log transportation accounts for as much as 40% of total operating costs in the Canadian 

forestry sector, yet operational adoption of optimization-based decision support systems has 

remained limited. Existing tools are widely viewed as research oriented rather than operationally 

viable. They omit critical real-world constraints, rely on hard coded rules that fail to evolve with 

operational realities, and offer no mechanism to recover from disruptions that routinely 

invalidate pre-established plans. As a result, Canadian dispatchers continue to build weekly 

transportation plans manually, each morning, using spreadsheets and phone calls. 

 

Under the Digital Forest Value Chain Optimization (DFVCO) initiative, Polytechnique Montréal, 

UQAR, and Natural Resources Canada (NRCan) partnered with leading Canadian forest 

companies to design, implement, and validate a generic and adaptive end-to-end decision 

support system for large scale logtruck routing and scheduling. The four-year engagement, 

sustained from 2022 to 2026, was grounded in intensive field work with planners and 

dispatchers across multiple companies. This diagnostic foundation was decisive: it determined 

the structure of the system, the choice of methods, and the evaluation criteria applied 

throughout. 

 

The resulting platform, deployed as FOROP-T, integrates three tightly coupled components 

within a web-based interface. A kernel component formulates the multi-period log-truck routing 

and scheduling problem as a large-scale MILP on a time space network, capturing the full 

spectrum of forestry operational constraints including queuing management, loader truck 

synchronization, mixed truckloads, and driver work hour regulations within a single formulation. 

A tailored Relax-and-Fix decomposition delivers near optimal solutions within practical runtimes, 

work that was recognized with the David Martell Prize in Forestry at the 2025 CORS Annual 

Conference. An implicit constraint learning component embeds trained machine learning 

predictors directly into the MILP as linear constraints, combining linear, tree based, and graph 

neural network learners through a stacking mechanism that allows the system to self-adjust to 

evolving planner preferences without manual re-engineering. A dynamic reoptimization 

component combines local branching with reinforcement learning to generate Pareto-optimal 

recovery plans within minutes after a disruption, while minimizing deviation from the original 

tactical plan. The DSS is currently deployed for a major Canadian forest company, with other 
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deployment trials underway with two additional companies. Over a 50-week comparison against 

manual planning, the system delivered significant financial and environmental gains, generating 

approximately $8 million CAD in annual savings and avoiding 4,800 tonnes of CO2 per year. 

Projected nationally, adoption across the Canadian forestry sector is estimated to yield up to 

$377 million in annual fuel savings and avoid more than 500,000 tonnes of CO2, directly 

supporting Canada’s net-zero objectives. 

 

Three principles proved decisive in turning a research model into an adopted operational tool, 

and they generalize beyond forestry. First, ground every modelling decision in field 

engagement. The diagnostic phase with dispatchers shaped the architecture of the entire DSS 

and surfaced the very constraints that earlier optimization attempts had overlooked. Second, 

design for adaptability rather than completeness. Planners override even optimal plans when 

operational rules evolve, so the system must learn from executed plans rather than be re-

engineered each time business conditions shift. Third, treat plan stability as a first order 

objective in disruption recovery. Dispatchers consistently favour balanced recovery plans, those 

that capture most of the cost improvement with limited deviation from the original schedule, and 

the reinforcement learning agent learns to identify them automatically. Together, these 

principles show how principled integration of mathematical optimization and machine learning, 

anchored in sustained industry collaboration, can bridge the gap between research and 

operational practice and deliver measurable, nationally scalable impact in natural resource 

logistics. 

 

 

 

 

o Honorable Mention: Menu Optimization for (Office) Meal Delivery Platforms 
▪ Saman Lagzi (UNC Kenan-Flagler), Ningyuan Chen, Sheng Liu (Rotman), Pin 

Gao (The Chinese University of Hong Kong), Chenhao Wang (Tongji U) 

 
Finalists 
 

• Birce Adsanver, Valerie Belanger, Marie-Eve Rancourt (HEC Montréal), Burcu Balcik 
(Ozeygin U) 
From Forecast to Coordinated Action: A Platform-Based Anticipatory Stock Repositioning 

Framework 

• John T. Blake, Matthew Neilson, Amanda Kovacs, Alana Robertson, Daniel Bartlet 
(Dalhousie U, Canadian Blood Services) 
A Network Planning Model for a National Blood Supply Chain: Canadian Blood Services Plans 

for the Future 
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CORS Student Paper Competition: Open Category 
 

Each year CORS conducts a student paper competition to recognize the contribution of a paper either 
directly to the field of operational research through the development of methodology or to another field 
through the application of operational research. The competition serves to showcase the high quality of 
OR education in Canada as well as the excellence of the new generation of operational researchers. 
Prizes are awarded in two categories: Undergraduate and Open.  
 
 

o Winner: Hamid Arzani (University of Toronto). Equity vs. Efficiency in Service Systems 
with Differentiated Demand 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Abstract 
 
In service systems, prioritizing certain customer groups to improve efficiency often raises concerns 
about fairness toward those receiving lower priority. We study this efficiency–equity trade-off in a two-
class queueing system where customers differ in arrival rates, urgency (measured by per-unit-time 
delay cost), and service rates. For mandatory-service systems in which customers do not balk, we 
compare an efficient (utilitarian) objective that minimizes the system's overall expected disutility—
achieved by the well-known cµ-rule—with an equitable (egalitarian) objective that minimizes the 
maximum expected disutility across individual customers. We characterize the optimal equitable policy 
and show that it strictly prioritizes urgent customers under low congestion but gradually tempers priority 
as utilization increases, suggesting that equity is congestion-sensitive rather than inherently opposed to 
efficiency. To quantify the trade-off, we analyze the price of equity (PEQ), which measures the 
efficiency loss of the equitable policy, and the price of efficiency (PEF), which measures the equity loss 
of the efficient policy. We show that modest increases in service capacity can substantially reduce both 
PEQ and PEF, derive tight upper bounds for these measures, and establish nearly opposite 
comparative statics, indicating that changes increasing one typically decrease the other. These findings 
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remain robust when customers are risk-averse under a variance-based equity objective. We further 
extend the analysis to systems with endogenous balking, where customer coverage is incorporated 
through lexicographic objectives. In this setting, the lexicographic efficient policy strictly prioritizes either 
urgent or nonurgent customers depending on congestion, leading to imbalanced coverage rates and 
potential diversity concerns. Nevertheless, the resulting efficiency–equity-diversity trade-off exhibits 
patterns similar to those observed in the no-balking model. Overall, our results challenge the 
conventional view that efficiency and equity (or equity-diversity) are fundamentally conflicting 
objectives, demonstrating that substantial improvements in one dimension can often be achieved with 
only modest sacrifices in the other. 
 
 
 

Finalists 
• Guan Wang, Ningyuan Chen (U of Toronto) 

Post-Estimation Adjustments in Data-Driven Decision-Making with Applications in Pricing  

• Hamid Arzani (U of Toronto) 

Equity vs. Efficiency in Service Systems with Differentiated Demand 

• Ali Daei Naby, Minh Hu (U of Toronto) 

Robust One-Shot Price Experiment 

• Hamidreza Moshrefi, Sanjith Gopalakrishnan, Rim Hariss, Saibal Raym (McGill) 

Out-of-Stock, Out-of-Store? Estimating Cross-Store Fulfillment via Inferring Customer Journeys 

 
 
Competition Chair: Sébastien Le Digabel 
 
Paper Judges:  
Azarakhsh Malekian, Chi-Guhn Lee, Matthew Roorda, Ming Hu, Ningyuan Chen, Opher Baron, 
Sharareh Taghipour (U of Toronto) 
Bobin Wang, Mikael Ronnqvist, Muhammad Mohiuddin (Université Laval) 
Fatma Gzara, Hossein Abouee Mehrizi, Stan Dimitrov (U of Waterloo) 
Rim Hariss, Saibal Ray, Sanjith Gopalakrishnan (McGill U) 
Michael Pavlin, Salar Ghamat (Wilfrid Laurier U) 
Antoine Sauré, Jonathan Patrick (U of Ottawa) 
Marco Bijvank (U of Calgary), Margarida Carvalho (Université de Montréal), Raghav Singal (Columbia 
U), Claver Diallo, Hamid Afshari (Dalhousie U), Mehdi Nourinejad (York U), Mahzabeen Emu (Memorial 
U), Ilbin Lee (U of Alberta), Douglas Down (McMaster U), Wei Qi (Tsinghua U) 
Fredrik Odegaard (Western U) 
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CORS Student Paper Competition: Undergraduate Category 
 
 

o Winner: Maria Chzhen (University of Toronto). Improving Feasibility via Fast 
Autoencoder-Based Projections 

 
 

 
 
Abstract   
 
Enforcing complex (e.g., nonconvex) operational constraints is a critical challenge in real-world 
operational optimization, sequential decision-making, and learning-based systems. However, existing 
methods struggle to enforce general classes of constraints within real-time operational latency budgets. 
To address this, we propose a novel data-driven amortized optimization approach that uses a trained 
autoencoder as an approximate projector to provide fast corrections to infeasible predictions. Specifically, 
we train an autoencoder using an adversarial objective to learn a structured, convex latent representation 
of the feasible set. This enables rapid correction of neural network outputs by projecting their associated 
latent representations onto a simple convex shape before decoding into the original feasible set. We test 
our approach on a diverse suite of constrained optimization and reinforcement learning problems with 
challenging nonconvex constraints. Results show that our method effectively enforces constraints at a 
low computational cost, offering a practical algorithmic alternative to expensive feasibility correction 
techniques based on exact mathematical solvers. 
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o Runner-up: Matthew Hawksby, Arvin Khamooshian, and Elvin Zukic (SFU). Modeling 
and Optimization of Milk Transportation in British Columbia’s Lower Mainland 

 

 
 
Abstract   
 
This paper explores the optimization of daily milk collection routes for Vedder Transportation Group, a 
food-grade hauling company based in Abbotsford, British Columbia. Routes are currently set manually 
by a human planner who balances farm milking schedules, truck capacity and processor demands by 
way of learned experience. Unlike prior works on milk transport that have omitted milking schedules, we 
address a 48-hour planning horizon in which milking windows impose constraints on farm ordering and 
all farm, truck, and processor assignments are optimized simultaneously. We model the problem as a 
Vehicle Routing Problem with Time Windows (VRPTW) and develop an Adaptive Large Neighbourhood 
Search (ALNS) algorithm to jointly optimize farm stop sequencing and processor assignment to routes. 
A decision-support tool built in Python allows planners to load existing Excel route sheets, simulate 
routes, and run the solver without specialized training. Beyond Vedder Transportation Group, this work 
demonstrates how dairy logistics can be improved by mathematical modelling without disrupting existing 
operations. Integrating a solver allows routes to be reorganized on a regular basis, creating a realistic 
path toward data-driven route improvements across the Fraser Valley milk supply chain. 
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Finalists: 
  

• Ahmed Fawzy 
University of Waterloo 

Predicting the Day, Not the Case: A Distribution-Based Overrun Risk Score for Operating Room 

Scheduling 

 

• Adam Drakich, Jessie Fan, Chris Wang, Gisele Zhang 
University of Waterloo 

Unlocking the Gains of Flexibility: Quantifying the Value of Mixed-Specialty Operating Rooms with 

Optimization 

 

• Dinh Phong Nguyen, Darian Wong, Jiarun Zhou, Kuncen Wu 
Simon Fraser University 

Optimising Long-Term Care Placement to Reduce Service Providers Declinations 

 
 
 
Competition Chair:  Alexander Rutherford (SFU) 
 
Presentation judges: Armann Ingolfsson (U of Alberta), Peter Vanberkel (Dalhousie),                      
Felipe Rodrigues (Western U) 
 
Paper judges: Maciej Bukczynski (U of Alberta), Priya L. Donti (MIT), Houra Mahmoudzadeh (U of 
Waterloo), Tamon Stephen (SFU), Jessica Stockdale (SFU) 
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SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS 
 
A SIG provides a mechanism to promote CORS, the SIG area, and the SIG members, as well as the 
opportunity for CORS members with common interests to interact and network. You can find the SIG   
  
 

Analytics SIG  
President TBA 
 

Energy, Environment, & Sustainability SIG 
Mehrdad Pirnia, mpirnia@uwaterloo.ca  
University of Waterloo 
 

Forestry SIG  
Mazyar Zahedi-Seresht, mazyar.zahedi@ucanwest.ca  
University Canada West 
 

Health Care Operational Research SIG 
Vahid Sarhangian, sarhangian@mie.utoronto.ca  
University of Toronto 
 

Quantum Computing for Optimization SIG 

Mahzabeen Emu, 20me21@queensu.ca  

Queen’s University 

 

Queueing & Applied Probability SIG  

Amir Rastpour, amir.rastpour@uoit.ca  

Ontario Tech University 

 

Teaching & Learning SIG 
Vahid Roshanaei, v.roshanaei@utoronto.ca  
University of Toronto 
 

Transportation & Logistics SIG  
Okan Arslan, okan.arslan@hec.ca 
HEC Montreal 
 
 
If you would like to join a SIG, contact the people listed above, or indicate when you renew your CORS 
membership. CORS encourages members with common interest in an area within or related to 
operational research to form additional SIGs. More information can be found on the CORS website. 

 
If you are interested in forming a SIG in a particular area 

contact Majid Taghavi (vicepresident@cors.ca) 

  

mailto:mpirnia@uwaterloo.ca
mailto:mazyar.zahedi@ucanwest.ca
mailto:sarhangian@mie.utoronto.ca
mailto:20me21@queensu.ca
mailto:amir.rastpour@uoit.ca
mailto:v.roshanaei@utoronto.ca
mailto:okan.arslan@hec.ca
mailto:vicepresident@cors.ca
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SECTION & CHAPTER NEWS 
 

Waterloo Student Chapter  
 
LinkedIn Page Launch 
 
We are thrilled to announce that our official LinkedIn page is now live! We invite you to follow us to stay 
connected and receive the latest updates on our upcoming seminars, guest speaker events, and 
professional opportunities. Our page will serve as a hub for sharing insights from the field of Operations 
Research and highlighting the impactful work of our community. Join us there to engage with our 
network and never miss an announcement. 
 
CORS Waterloo Student Chapter LinkedIn Page 
 
 
Website Updates 
 
Our chapter website has been refreshed with all our recent activities and a full schedule of upcoming 
events! We invite you to explore the updated site to catch up on our past seminars and stay informed 
about the exciting sessions we have planned. 
 
CORS Waterloo Student Chapter Website 
 
 
Recent Activities  

 
Seminar: Integrating operational problems to the master surgical planning in the operating 
rooms (09.26.2025) 
 
Guest Speaker: Nadia Lahrichi, Professor, Department of Mathematics and Industrial 
Engineering, Polytechnique Montréal  

In this talk, Prof. Nadia introduces a novel approach to master surgical planning that 

integrates patient case mix for more precise resource estimation. The model optimizes the 

selection of patients from waitlists and assigns them to specific operating rooms and time 

blocks while accounting for both surgical ward and ICU bed capacities. Through two case 

studies, she demonstrates how deterministic patient clustering can improve bed utilization 

and how stochastic integration, utilizing a Markov Decision Process (MDP), can effectively 

account for cancellation probabilities due to ICU congestion. Ultimately, the research 

shows that prioritizing patients based on wait times enhances schedule quality without 

compromising the overall occupancy rate of the operating rooms. 

 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/cors-waterloo-student-chapter/?viewAsMember=true
https://cors.ca/communities/WaterlooStudent/web/
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Seminar: Emergency Logistics in Healthcare (10.20.2025) 
 
Guest Speaker: Stefan Nickel, Professor, Department of Economics and Management, 
Karlsruhe Institute of Technology (KIT)  

In this talk, Guest Speaker Stefan Nickel explores how Operations Research provides vital 

decision support for the complex logistical demands of Emergency Medical Services. He 

breaks these challenges down into three key levels: strategic decisions like station 

placement and district design, tactical planning for ambulance shifts and crew scheduling, 

and operational tasks such as real-time dispatching and dynamic relocation. By leveraging 

a combination of queuing theory, mathematical programming, and simulation—often 

enhanced by machine learning—his research accounts for practical constraints like 

fluctuating call volumes and legal labor requirements. Ultimately, Nickel highlights the 

importance of ensuring that quantitative models align with actual patient care outcomes, 

using an applied EMS project to show how these mathematical approaches can drive 

meaningful policy changes in emergency logistics. 
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Seminar: Organising Hospital-at-Home Care and Optimising Outpatient Scheduling for remote 
patient monitoring (11.11.2025) 
 
Guest Speaker: Jedidja Lok-Visser, PhD Candidate, University of Twente  

In this presentation, Guest Speaker Jedidja Lok-Visser explores the intersection of 

hospital-based research and digital healthcare optimization. In the first part, she reflects 

on her personal experience as a researcher-in-residence while organizing hospital-at-

home care within a major Dutch hospital. The second part dives into a technical study on 

optimizing outpatient scheduling for remote patient monitoring. By modeling the problem 

as a Markov Decision Process (MDP), she demonstrates how appointment slots can be 

dynamically reserved for urgent patients based on real-time arrival data. Using simulation-

based heuristics and approximate dynamic programming, she applies this approach to a 

real-life case study from a Dutch neurology department. Specifically, she illustrates how 

demand forecasts from an e-coach for stroke patients can be used to better manage semi-

urgent appointments in brain rehabilitation programs. 

 

 
 

 

Seminar: Demand uncertainty, handled through an a posteriori re-optimization strategy and 
travel-time variability, modelled through a Time-Dependent IRP (11.24.2025) 
 
Guest Speaker: Khaled Hadj-Hamou, Professor of Industrial Engineering and Operations 
Management at INSA Lyon  

In this talk, Guest Speaker Khaled Hadj-Hamou explores the Inventory Routing Problem 

(IRP), which seeks to balance vehicle routes and inventory decisions to minimize costs 

while maintaining reliable service. He examines two primary forms of uncertainty that 

complicate real-world logistics: demand uncertainty and travel-time variability. To address 

unpredictable demand, he presents a re-optimization strategy that adapts delivery plans 

while using stability metrics to prevent excessive disruptions. For travel-time fluctuations, 

he introduces a Time-Dependent IRP model that accounts for predictable traffic patterns, 

supported by specialized datasets and efficient matheuristics. Finally, the presentation 

highlights various IRP variants and advanced mathematical methods, discussing how 

these models can be applied to improve decision-making in complex logistics systems. 
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Social Event: Graduate Student Social Meeting, Grad House, (27.03.2026) 
During the event, attendees enjoyed light refreshments, including snacks and pizza, while 
engaging in casual conversations. Participants played board games, shared experiences 
about their academic and personal lives, and had the opportunity to get to know one 
another in a relaxed and friendly environment. 
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2026–2027 BUDGET 
 
 

Account Balances Opening April 1, 2025 Closing March 31, 2026 

BMO Chequing 235,316.10  376,010.58  

PayPal Bank Account 281.58  281.58  

Accounts Receivable -  101.15  

Stripe 1,150.02  3,817.03  

Cash on Hand 36.39  -  

Total Assets 236,747.70  380,210.34  

 
 

Revenue 
 

 2024-2025 2025-2026 Variance 2026-2027 

 Budget Actual Budget Actual 
Budget-
Actual Budget 

Revenue       

Membership $30,000.00 $38,705.00 $40,000.00 $44,965.00 -$4,965.00 $47,000.00 

Conference $10,000.00 $128,640.00 $130,000.00 $257,919.61 
-

$127,919.61 $150,000.00 

INFOR $20,000.00 $16,634.12 $15,000.00 $17,256.10 -$2,256.10 $15,000.00 

Sales Tax 
Collected $0.00 $16,435.96 $16,000.00 $25,112.86 -$9,112.86 $16,000.00 

Miscellaneous $0.00 $5,303.29 $0.00 $360.00 -$360.00 $0.00 

Total 
Revenue $60,000.00 $205,718.37 $201,000.00 $345,613.57 

-
$144,613.57 $228,000.00 

 
 
 

  



 
Volume 60 Number 3 

August 2026 
 43 

 

 

 

 

 

CORS Annual Conference 
17–19 May 2027, Kelowna, BC 

 

Expenses 
 

 2024-2025 2025-2026 Variance 2026-2027 

Expenses Budget Actual Budget Actual 
Budget-
Actual Budget 

Accounting Services $8,000.00 $9,105.00 $10,000.00 $4,575.00 $5,425.00 $10,000.00 

Administrative 
Coordinator $25,000.00 $24,999.96 $25,000.00 $25,303.47 -$303.47 $26,500.00 

Administrative 
Expenses $2,000.00 $1,236.79 $2,000.00 $792.69 $1,207.31 $2,000.00 

Bookkeeping 
Expenses $200.00 $1,027.77 $1,000.00 $555.76 $444.24 $1,000.00 

Translation Services $2,500.00 $1,443.36 $2,500.00 $3,581.04 -$1,081.04 $4,000.00 

Council Meeting $7,000.00 $6,149.36 $7,000.00 $10,137.34 -$3,137.34 $11,000.00 

Section & Chapter 
Budgets $15,000.00 $2,161.60 $15,000.00 $2,120.49 $12,879.51 $15,000.00 

SIG Budgets $6,000.00 $865.37 $7,000.00 $1,000.00 $6,000.00 $8,000.00 

INFOR $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $2,477.35 -$2,477.35 $3,300.00 

IFORS Subscription $500.00 $896.12 $500.00 $445.98 $54.02 $500.00 

Conference 
Expenses $0.00 $114,202.23 $110,000.00 $121,053.05 -$11,053.05 $130,000.00 

Awards & Prizes $3,000.00 $2,900.00 $3,000.00 $4,350.00 -$1,350.00 $5,000.00 

Travelling Speaker 
Program $2,000.00 $500.00 $2,000.00 $461.37 $1,538.63 $2,000.00 

Sales Tax Remitted $0.00 $15,625.32 $16,000.00 $16,377.50 -$377.50 $16,500.00 

Banking Charges $1,500.00 $4,901.06 $5,000.00 $10,669.00 -$5,669.00 $11,000.00 

Web Services $2,000.00 $8,102.10 $2,000.00 $1,009.10 $990.90 $2,000.00 

Grad Student Conf 
Support $8,000.00 $5,495.00 $9,000.00 $8,160.00 $840.00 $9,000.00 

Board & Event 
Insurance $1,500.00 $1,569.00 $1,750.00 $1,569.00 $181.00 $1,750.00 

EDI Initiatives $2,500.00 $2,500.00 $2,500.00 $1,595.85 $904.15 $2,500.00 

Miscellaneous $0.00 $1,724.88 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $2,000.00 

Total Expenses $86,700.00 $205,404.92 $221,250.00 $216,233.99 $5,016.01 $263,050.00 

 
Net Revenue 

 
 2024-2025 2025-2026 Variance 2026-2027 

Total Revenue $60,000.00 $205,718.37 $201,000.00 $345,613.57 -$144,613.57 $228,000.00 

Total Expenses $86,700.00 $205,404.92 $221,250.00 $216,233.99 $5,016.01 $263,050.00 

Net Revenue -$26,700.00 $313.45 -$20,250.00 $129,379.58 -$149,629.58 -$35,050.00 
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2025–2026 MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
 

I am pleased to submit the 2025–2026 CORS Annual Membership Report, which documents the 
membership activities experienced by the Society over the past year, for the consideration of CORS 
Council. The report provides the Council with the information it needs to assess the health and well being 
of the Society; to monitor the effectiveness of membership processes and practices; and to identify areas 
where policy initiatives or changes may be required. These graphs summarize the report, which can be 
seen in full on the CORS website. 
 
Erla Anderson, Administrative Coordinator   
 

Membership as of March 31 
 

 
Membership by Member Type as of March 31 
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Membership by Section (Chapter) and Member Type on March 31, 2026 

 
 
 
 

Membership by SIG and Member Type on March 31, 2026 
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MEETINGS AND CONFERENCES 
 
 

Business Meetings 
 

10 June 2026 Meeting #1, Conference, Kingston, Ont. 

18 Sep 2026 Meeting #2, Teleconference 

27 Nov 2026 Meeting #3, Kelowna, BC 

29 Jan 2027 Meeting #4, Teleconference 

19 Mar 2027 Meeting #5, Teleconference, Financial Planning Committee 

9 April 2027 Meeting #6, Teleconference 

16 May 2027 Meeting #7, Conference, Kelowna, BC 

17 May 2027 
Meeting #8, Conference, Kelowna, BC 
                    (SIGs, Sections, Chapters) 

19 May 2027 Meeting #9, Conference, Kelowna, BC, CORS AGM 

 

 

CORS Annual Conferences 
 

17–19 May 2027 Annual Conference, Kelowna, BC 

 

 
WWW Conference Listings 

 
CORS: https://www.cors.ca/content/cors-annual-conferences 

 

INFORMS: https://www.informs.org/Meetings-Conferences  

 
IFORS: www.ifors.org/web 
 
Netlib Conference Database: ftp://ftp.cc.ac.cn/netlib/confdb/Conferences.html 
 
SIAM: www.siam.org/meetings/calendar.php  
 
POMS: https://pomsmeetings.org  
 
EURO: www.euro-online.org/web/pages/460/calendar  

 
  

https://www.cors.ca/content/cors-annual-conferences
https://www.informs.org/Meetings-Conferences
http://www.ifors.org/web
ftp://ftp.cc.ac.cn/netlib/confdb/Conferences.html
http://www.siam.org/meetings/calendar.php
https://pomsmeetings.org/
http://www.euro-online.org/web/pages/460/calendar
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THE NEXT ISSUE 
 
The next issue of the Bulletin will be published in November. Contributions to this issue, especially 
news on the activities of local sections or CORS members, should be submitted by 10 October 2026 to 
 

Niloofar Akbarian-Saravi 
Editor, CORS Bulletin 
Email: Niloofar.akbarian@macewan.ca  

 
The preferred method of submission is by an MS Word attachment to an email. 
 
 

BULLETIN TRANSLATION POLICY 
 
Items that are CORS business will be translated into English and French. All other items will be published 
in the language in which they are submitted. 

 
 

BULLETIN ADVERTISING POLICY 
 
Ads cost $120 per page, proportional for fractional pages. Logos and prepared layouts can be 
accommodated. This fee also includes distribution of the advertisement on the CORS Mailing List. Direct 
inquiries to the Editor. 
 
 

MAILING LIST  
 
As a benefit of membership, members may use the CORS Mailing List to transmit messages, 
announcements, and job postings to the entire membership or to a targeted subgroup such as a local 
section. For example: 
 

● messages regarding the activities and business of the society 
● announcements about conferences, conference sessions, special journal issues, seminars, or 

other activities if these are related to operational research in its broadest sense 
● job postings of general interest to CORS members 

 
The Mailing List is not used for commercial purposes, and all messages are vetted before they are sent 
out. To submit items to the Mailing List, please email members@cors.ca  
 
For non-members, a fee of $60 is charged for the distribution of job postings and other announcements 
or messages of interest to the CORS membership. 

mailto:Niloofar.akbarian@macewan.ca
mailto:members@cors.ca


 

 

CORS 
Atlantic – Québec – Québec Student – Montréal – Montréal Student – Kingston – Kingston Student – Ottawa 

Toronto – Toronto Student – Hamilton Student – Waterloo Student – Southwest Ontario – Saskatoon 
Alberta Student – Calgary Edmonton – Okanagan Student – Vancouver 

https://www.cors.ca  

 
 

ABOUT CORS 
 
The Canadian Operational Research Society was founded in 1958. Its goal is to advance the theory 
and practice of OR and to stimulate and promote contacts between people interested in the subject. 

Publications: A quarterly scientific journal called INFOR and a news Bulletin.  

Meetings: An annual national conference with an award ceremony, occasionally organized jointly with an 
international society (IFORS, INFORMS), and numerous local events organized by local sections. 

Local Sections & Chapters: CORS has 11 local sections and 8 student chapters located throughout 
Canada. 

Awards and Prizes: CORS presents the following annual awards and prizes at its conference: 

Award of Merit for significant contributions to OR of a present or past member. 
 
Harold Larnder Prize to an individual who has achieved international distinction in OR. 
 
Omond Solandt Award to an organization, private or governmental, that is deemed to have made an 
outstanding contribution to OR in Canada. 
 
Practice Prize for the challenging application of the OR approach to the solution of applied problems. 
 
Eldon Gunn Service Award for outstanding contributions of time and service to the society. 
 
Student Paper Competition to recognize the contribution of a paper either directly to the field of OR 
through the development of methodology or to another field through the application of OR. 
 
EDI Excellence Award to recognize outstanding commitment and achievements in advancing EDI 
within CORS. 
 
EDI Event Fund to support initiatives that actively promote and celebrate EDI within CORS. 
 
Student Member Leadership Award in recognition of exemplary leadership in service to  
the Society as a student member. 
 
Student Chapter Recognition in recognition of members of student chapters in promoting OR in the 
student membership at the local and national levels. 
 
Rising Star Award in recognition of members in the early stage of their career who have 
demonstrated exceptional promise and impact in the field of OR. 
 

Graduate Student Funding: CORS encourages attendance of graduate students at its conference by 
providing partial funding. Visit the CORS website for details. 

CORS Diploma: This diploma is awarded to students graduating from a university curriculum comprising 
several OR courses. Criteria can be found on the CORS website. 

Membership Directory: An online directory of CORS members is available as a membership benefit. 

To join CORS: Go to the CORS website and join using the form found under membership. 

Fees: Member $170; Retired Member $55; Student Member $65 (including post-doctoral researchers) 

Website  INFOR   LinkedIn 

https://www.cors.ca/
https://www.cors.ca/
https://www.tandfonline.com/loi/tinf20
https://www.linkedin.com/company/canadian-operational-research-society

