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IN THIS ISSUE

Dear CORS members,

This issue features a message from our
incoming president, Marco Bijvank, who
expresses his excitement about building on
the work of past president, Anjali Awasthi.
We also recap the recent CORS Annual
Conference in Edmonton, including a list of
this year's award winners.

We are pleased to announce the call for
applications for the next editor of the CORS
Bulletin. The new editor, beginning with the
November 2025 issue, will be responsible
for soliciting, compiling, and editing content
for the quarterly publication. It has been a
pleasure to stay connected to the CORS
community as the editor over the years, and
| look forward to seeing how the bulletin
continues to grow and evolve under new
leadership . Please get in touch with Marco
if this position is of interest to you.

We also look ahead to the 2026 CORS
Annual Conference, which will be held in
Kingston, Ontario, with sessions at Queen's
University and a welcome reception at the
Isabel Bader Centre for the Performing Arts.

We encourage all members to get involved,
whether by mentoring a  student,
participating in a local event, or joining a
Special Interest Group (SIG). This bulletin is
a testament to the vibrant community that
makes CORS a success!

Cheers,

Ardrea

Volume 59 Number 3
August 2025

CORS Council
President
Vice-President
Secretary
Treasurer

Past President
Councillors

Student Councillor
Standing Committee Chairs

Standing Committees
Membership

Education & Student Affairs
Program

Public Relations
Publications

Ad-Hoc Committees

Awards
Award of Merit

Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion

Practice Prize Competition
Student Paper Competition

Past Presidents Advisory Board

SIG Relations

Financial Planning
Industry
Micro Events

Nominating
Traveling Speaker Program

Appointed Positions
INFOR Editor
Bulletin Editor
IFORS Representative

Administrative Coordinator

Marco Bijvank

Houra Mahmoudzadeh

Maijid Taghavi

Kent Kostuk

Anjali Awasthi

Ana Maria Anaya-Arenas (24—26)
Eman Almehdawe (24-26)
Salimur Choudhury (25-27)

Amir Ardestani-Jaafari (25-27)
Hamid Arzani

Joe Naoum-Sawaya, Nadia Lahrichi

Amir Ardestani-Jaafari

Nadia Lahrichi (Education),

Eman Almehdawe (Student Affairs),
Hamid Arzani

Houra Mahmoudzadeh, Marco Bijvank,
Kent Kostuk, conference co-chairs

Amir Ardestani-Jaafari, Ana Maria Anaya-
Arenas, Marco Bijvank

Joe Naoum-Sawaya, Andrea Friars, Amir
Ardestani-Jaafari

Houra Mahmoudzadeh

Anjali Awasthi, Jim Bookbinder, Vedat
Verter

Anjali Awasthi (co-chair), Eman
Almehdawe (co-chair), Hamid Arzani, Ana
Maria Anaya-Arenas

Anjali Awasthi, Marco Bijvank, past
presidents

Ana Maria Anaya-Arenas, Eman
Almehdawe, Salimur Choudhury, Marco
Bijvank

Kent Kostuk, Anjali Awasthi, Marco
Bijvank, Houra Mahmoudzadeh

Marco Bijvank, Salimur Choudhury, Ana
Maria Anaya-Arenas

Amir Ardestani-Jafaari, Ana Maria Anaya-
Arenas, Marco Bijvank

Anjali Awasthi

Anjali Awasthi

Joe Naoum-Sawaya
Andrea Friars
Maijid Taghavi

Erla Anderson (members@cors.ca)

CORS Annual Conference

8-10 June 2026, Kingston, Ont.


mailto:members@cors.ca

e
%550 CORS. Volume 59 Number 3 3
]~ Bulletin August 2025

2025-2026 CORS COUNCIL

President Marco Bijvank, University of Calgary, president@cors.ca
Vice-President Houra Mahmoudzadeh, University of Waterloo, vicepresident@cors.ca
Secretary Majid Taghavi, Saint Mary’s University, secretary@cors.ca

Treasurer Kent Kostuk, Engcomp, treasurer@cors.ca

Past President Anjali Awasthi, Concordia University, pastpresident@cors.ca

Councillor (2024—-2026) Ana Maria Anaya-Arenas, UQAM, Anaya-Arenas.Ana_Maria@ugam.ca

Councillor (2024—-2026) Eman Almehdawe, University of Regina, eman.almehdawe@uregina.ca
Councillor (2025-2027) Salimur Choudhury, Queen's University, s.choudhury@queensu.ca
Councillor (2025-2027) Amir Ardestani-Jaafari, UBC Okanagan, amir.ardestani@ubc.ca
Student Councillor Hamid Arzani, University of Toronto, hamid.arzani@rotman.utoronto.ca

Standing Committee Chair | Nadia Lahrichi, Ecole Polytechnique de Montréal, nadia.lahrichi@polymtl.ca

Standing Committee Chair | Joe Naoum-Sawaya, Western University, jnaoum-sawaya@ivey.ca

CORS Annual Conference
8-10 June 2026, Kingston, Ont.
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SECTION AND CHAPTER PRESIDENTS

Atlantic Claver Diallo, Dalhousie University, claver.diallo@dal.ca

Quebec Iréne Abi-Zeid, Université Laval, irene.abi-zeid@osd.ulaval.ca

Montreal Ngdig Lahrich'i, Polytechniqug Moptréal,.ngdia.Iahri_chi@polyrr_\tl.ca
Anjali Awasthi, Concordia University, anjali.awasthi@concordia.ca

Ottawa Onur Ozturk, University of Ottawa, ozturk@telfer.uottawa.ca

Kingston Salimur Choudhury, Queen's University, s.choudhury@queensu.ca

Toronto Vahid Roshanaei, University of Toronto, v.roshanaei@utoronto.ca

Southwest Ontario

Joe Naoum-Sawaya, Western University, jnaoum-sawaya@ivey.ca

Saskatoon Mohammadreza Nematollahi, University of Saskatchewan, nematollahi@edwards.usask.ca
Calgary Marco Bijvank, University of Calgary, marco.bijvank@haskayne.ucalgary.ca
Edmonton Armann Ingolfsson, University of Alberta, armann.ingolfsson@ualberta.ca
Vancouver Elaheh Ghasemi, University of British Columbia, elaheh.ghasemi@ubc.ca
Salar Ghotb, University of British Columbia, salar.ghotb@ubc.ca
Quebec Student Razieh Mousavi, Université Laval, razieh.mousavi.1@ulaval.ca

Waterloo Student

Nazli Demir, University of Waterloo, nkalkan@uwaterloo.ca

Montreal Student

Vacant

Toronto Student

Hamid Arzani, University of Toronto, hamid.arzani@rotman.utoronto.ca

Hamilton Student

Ahana Malhotra, McMaster University, malhoa25@mcmaster.ca

Okanagan Student

Paria Rostamian, UBC Okanagan, pariaros@mail.ubc.ca

Alberta Student

Sina Taheria, University of Calgary, Sina.Taheria@ucalgary.ca

Kingston Student

Peash Saha, Queen’s University, p.saha@queensu.ca

CORS Annual Conference
8-10 June 2026, Kingston, Ont.
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ADDRESS OF THE OUTGOING PRESIDENT

Dear colleagues,

As we come to the close of my term as CORS
President, | want to take a moment to thank all
of you for your participation, insight, and
continued support of the Canadian
Operational Research Society. This past year
we have tried our best to bring meaningful
achievements for CORS. This involves:

1. Revamping of CORS website to make it to
more secure from spams. We transitioned to
new content management system Drupal 10
from Drupal 7.

2. Organization of CORS micro-events for
knowledge sharing and strengthening
collaboration with other operational research
communities by inviting speakers from EURO, INFORMS, ORSI, ALIO.

3. Launch of a new mentorship program at CORS which will allow the mentor and the mentee to interact
via online zoom sessions.

4. Signing of contract to host joint IFORS-INFORMS-CORS conference in Calgary in 2029.

5. Addressing the basics first before initiating a big change. This involves reviving inactive local sections
and student chapters in Ottawa, Toronto, Alberta, Quebec City, and Kingston. | am also thankful to all
those who volunteered to take leadership roles. We also tried our best to settle any outstanding payments
to avoid backlogs.

6. Launch of a new SIG in Quantum OR.

7. CORS EDI committee activity engagement in various events and awards at CORS and universities.
8. Enhanced student engagement in CORS activities. The student chapters hosted talks on how to write
a literature review, prepare for conference presentations, and network with industry and academia for job
markets.

9. Increased number of submissions and impact factor for our flagship journal INFOR.

10. Last but not the least, attract industry interest in CORS diploma and bring CORS Industry committee
mainstream.

Special thanks are due to the CORS 2025 Organizing and the Program Chair committee, namely Saied
Samiedaluie, Armann Ingolfsson, and Borzou Rostami for their several hours of dedication, efforts and
contribution. We have wonderful plenary talks and rigorous technical and networking sessions.

CORS Annual Conference
8-10 June 2026, Kingston, Ont.
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| would also like to acknowledge the services of our bulletin editor, Andrea Friars for timely publication of
CORS bulletin which we all love to read.

As | close my message as outgoing President, | am filled with gratitude and optimism. CORS is more
than a professional society — it is a community of thinkers, innovators, and problem-solvers. Let’s
continue building that community, supporting one another, and using the tools of operational research to
make a real-world impact.

Thank you for your continued trust, and | look forward to another year of progress and collaboration.

Merci beaucoup and thank you.

Yours sincerely,

#y’a//

CORS Annual Conference
8-10 June 2026, Kingston, Ont.
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INCOMING PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Dear members of CORS, colleagues and friends,

It is a true honour and privilege to begin my term as
President of the Canadian Operational Research
Society. | started my journey with CORS/SCRO in
2016 as co-Program Chair of the 58" CORS Annual
Conference in Banff. In 2018, | joined Council, first
as Councillor and then as Secretary.

| am both humbled by the trust placed in me and
energized by the opportunity to build upon the
incredible work of those who came before me. On
behalf of the Society, | extend my heartfelt thanks
to our past president, Anjali Awasthi, whose
leadership, vision, and dedication have left the
Society well positioned for continued success.

Lis
Operational research in Canada has never been
more relevant. In a world grappling with increasingly complex systems — climate change, healthcare
delivery, supply chain disruption, and digital transformation — our community has the tools, the insight,
and the responsibility to contribute meaningful, data-informed solutions with practical applicability
potential. At its heart, Operational Research is a discipline of possibility, imagining better systems and
designing them with rigour and creativity.

We just finished an inspiring CORS Annual Conference in Edmonton. We extend our congratulations to
all CORS award winners, including David Simchi-Levi (Harold Larnder Award), Vedat Verter (Award of
Merit), Darkhorse Analytics (Omond Solandt Award), all student competition winners, and many more.
We also said goodbye to Council Members Samira Rahimi (Past President), Saied Samiedaluie
(Councillor) and Danielle Ripsman (Student Councillor). And we welcomed new Council Members Houra
Mahmoudzadeh (Vice President), Salimur Choudhury (Councillor), Amir Ardestani-Jaafari (Councillor),
and Hamid Arzani (Student Councillor).

In the coming year, | am excited to focus on several key priorities that we hope to advance with your
support:

¢ We will work to connect academic institutions, industry, and government more closely through
events, partnerships, and joint initiatives. Operational research thrives on real-world impact, and
we must deepen those channels.

e Our students and early-career members are not just the future; they are already contributing fresh
ideas and energy. We will expand student events and paper competitions to better support their
growth.

e Avibrant society is an inclusive one. We will continue to promote EDI through intentional outreach,
representation, and programming that reflects the full spectrum of Canadian voices in OR.

e Too often, our work is hidden behind the scenes. Let’s find new ways to tell our stories — whether
through public-facing webinars and podcasts, media engagement, or social media that showcase
what OR can do for Canada.

CORS Annual Conference
8-10 June 2026, Kingston, Ont.
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Of course, none of this can be done alone. Let me take a moment to thank our dedicated volunteers —
our Council members, SIG chairs, conference organizers, and the many others who generously
contribute their time and expertise. CORS/SCRO is truly a community effort. Looking ahead, | encourage
you to get involved, whether by mentoring a student, organizing or participating in a local event, joining
a SIG, submitting your paper to INFOR, or simply sharing a recent success on our LinkedIn page.
CORS/SCRO is only as strong as the community that sustains it.

To lead by example, let me share a personal picture that |
received from my wife within one hour after | showed the
picture of the presidential transfer of the Rivett Mug. This is
my 9-year-old daughter who replicated the ceremony with
different sized lunch boxes and a cup. If you have a personal
story that can be of interest to CORS members (either
inspirational, educational, or exemplary), or it can bring a
smile on CORS members' faces, please share them.

| look forward to serving you and working together to
advance our shared mission of advancing the Canadian
society with OR. Please feel free to reach out with ideas,
feedback, or just to connect. Let’s make this a great year for
CORS/SCRO!

Warm regards,
Marco Bijvank
President, Canadian Operational Research Society

(CORS/SCRO)
marco.bijvank@haskayne.ucalgary.ca

CORS Annual Conference
8-10 June 2026, Kingston, Ont.


mailto:marco.bijvank@haskayne.ucalgary.ca

A
2 ﬂ‘;@ CORS. Volume 59 Number 3 9
Bulletin August 2025

2025-2026 CORS COUNCIL

Marco Houra Majid

Kent Anjali Ana Maria

CORS Annual Conference
8-10 June 2026, Kingston, Ont.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Call for Applications: Editor of the CORS/SCRO Bulletin

Help shape the conversation and the Canadian Operational Research Society by becoming the next
CORS Bulletin Editor!

The Canadian Operational Research Society (CORS/SCRO) is seeking a new editor for the quarterly
bulletin to start October 1, 2025. This is an exciting service opportunity to help shape the voice and
visibility of the society, connect with CORS members across Canada and beyond, and contribute to the
promotion of operational research in Canada.

About the Bulletin

The CORS/SCRO Bulletin is the Society's official newsletter, published four times a year. It features
messages from CORS Council, news from the community, calls for papers, conference updates, and
highlights of OR applications in academia, government, and industry.

Responsibilities
The Bulletin Editor is responsible for:
Soliciting and compiling content from CORS Council, SIGs, student chapters, and local sections

Editing and formatting submissions for clarity and consistency
Coordinating the translation and distribution
Liaising with CORS Council to align messaging

Qualifications

Ideal candidates will:

e Be organized, proactive, and detail-oriented

¢ Have strong written communication skills in English (French proficiency is an asset)

¢ Be comfortable working with basic document and layout tools

e Have a passion for community building and communicating the value of Operational Research

How to Apply
Interested candidates should send a brief statement of interest to Marco Bijvank (CORS President)
at marco.bijvank@haskayne.ucalgary.ca by September 15, 2025.

If you have questions or would like to learn more about the role, please don't hesitate to reach out to
Marco. We encourage applications from CORS members at all career stages and from diverse
backgrounds.

CORS Annual Conference
8-10 June 2026, Kingston, Ont.
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CORS Membership

Renew your CORS membership for the period until 31 March 2026. Fees are due now.

You may be able to use an NSERC grant to pay membership dues for yourself and your graduate
students.

Please renew your membership on the CORS website.

CORS Diploma

The CORS Diploma is awarded by the Canadian Operational Research Society, in association with
participating Canadian universities, to recognize CORS members who have successfully completed a
program of study which has included significant exposure to operational research in the following areas:
OR techniques, probability and statistics, computers and systems, and applications of OR. The objective
of the Diploma is to encourage students to pursue an educational program in the field of operational
research and to recognize their achievement in successfully completing such a program. It benefits the
university by highlighting the fact that a student can gain significant exposure to operational research
through a particular course of study offered at that university. It benefits CORS by encouraging students
to pursue a career in OR and by attracting new members.

For more information, see the CORS website.

Traveling Speaker Program

The Traveling Speaker Program (TSP) enables local sections to bring OR practitioners and researchers
in Canada as speakers to their local events. To keep costs in line while maximizing the CORS national
profile, CORS sponsorship will be limited to 50% of the total expenses, up to a maximum of $500 per
speaker or $1000 for a single event (conference, workshop). Other expenses can be covered by the local
section. The program of the event must acknowledge the contribution of CORS. The president of the
local section must contact the TSP Coordinator to obtain approval for funding at least one month in
advance of the event date.

Payment will be made by the CORS Treasurer upon receipt of the Expense Form.

The president of the local section fills out the application form on the CORS website and submits the
form to the TSP Coordinator Anjali Awasthi (pastpresident@cors.ca)

CORS Annual Conference
8-10 June 2026, Kingston, Ont.
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2026 CORS ANNUAL CONFERENCE

Kingston City Hall (Source: Wikipedia)

On behalf of the organizing committee, it is our pleasure to extend a warm invitation to you for the 2026
CORS Annual Conference in historic Kingston, Ontario!

Why You’ll Love CORS 2026:

Prime Location: Conference sessions will be held at Queen’s University, just steps from the
stunning Lake Ontario waterfront. The welcome reception will take place at the Isabel Bader Centre for
the Performing Arts, a modern architectural gem with breathtaking lake views.

Convenient Stay: The official conference hotel, the Kingston Marriott, is just a 13-minute walk from
the Queen’s University, placing you in the heart of the action.

Explore Kingston’s Charm:

Savor the city’s thriving culinary scene with 100+ restaurants, cafés, and pubs within walking
distance.

Stroll among historic limestone buildings, visit landmarks like Fort Henry and Bellevue House, or
unwind in Confederation Park.

Take a scenic 1000 Islands cruise and experience one of Canada’s most picturesque waterways.

We look forward to welcoming you for a conference that blends inspiring research, networking, and
unforgettable experiences. Stay tuned for registration details — we’ll share updates soon!

CORS Annual Conference
8-10 June 2026, Kingston, Ont.
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2025 Conference Sponsor

FICO

Xpress Solver

Your complex business
problems need better solutions

Unleash the power of
mathematical optimization

o't

b

Scan for FICO® Xpress
Trial License

CORS Annual Conference
8-10 June 2026, Kingston, Ont.
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2025 CORS AWARDS

Congratulations to the recipients of the awards and prizes. Special thanks to all the participants and
judges. Details on CORS awards and prizes, including a list of past recipients, can be found on the
CORS website.

Harold Larnder Prize

David Simchi-Levi

CORS Annual Conference
8-10 June 2026, Kingston, Ont.
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Omond Solandt Award

L\, DARKHORSE

ANALYTICS

Recognizing Excellence in Practice

We are pleased to announce that
Darkhorse Analytics is the recipient of this
year's Omond Solandt Award, in recognition
of their outstanding contributions to real-
world decision making through advanced
analytics and operations research.

Darkhorse Analytics, based in Edmonton,
Alberta, has earned a strong reputation for
translating complex data and sophisticated
models into actionable insights that drive
meaningful change across the public and
private sectors. Their work with emergency
response systems, hospital policies, and
municipal governments illustrates how
sophisticated models, such as location
optimization, resource allocation, and
demand forecasting, can be translated into
better, faster, and more transparent
decisions.

What sets Darkhorse apart is not only their technical excellence in applying OR and advanced analytics,
but also their ability to bridge the gap between quantitative models and actionable insights. Through their
signature data storytelling tools and award-winning visual dashboards, they ensure that even the most
complex models are accessible to decision makers, stakeholders, and the public. Their commitment to
clarity, transparency, and design excellence has made them a trusted analytics partner across North
America. Their approach exemplifies the spirit of applied operations research: not just solving problems,
but solving the right problems, and doing so in ways that lead to measurable impact. In an age where
trust in data-driven decision making is paramount, this capability is invaluable.

We congratulate the team at Darkhorse Analytics for this well-deserved recognition and look forward to
seeing their continued leadership in advancing the practice of operations research.

CORS Annual Conference
8-10 June 2026, Kingston, Ont.



&l CORS.
=~ Bulletin

Volume 59 Number 3
August 2025

17

Award of Merit
Vedat Verter

Vedat Verter is the Stephen J.R. Smith Chair of
Management Analytics at Queen's University. He
specializes on the application of operations research and
data analytics for assisting policy makers in the public
sector. His primary areas of research are socially
responsible supply chains and healthcare analytics. His
earlier work focused on service chain design and
hazardous materials logistics. Professor Verter's work in
these four areas culminated into 85+ research articles in
refereed journals and 20+ book chapters. He is also
deeply invested in training scholars of the future, having
supervised 18 PhD students and 25 post-doctoral fellows
to date.

In the area of healthcare operations, he focuses on
preventive, primary, emergency, acute and chronic care
processes, as well as their interaction. In the area of

sustainability, he focuses on evidence-based policy design for incentivizing firms' product recovery
initiatives, particularly for remanufacturing and recycling. He has published on the electronics industry
extensively. His early papers on designing transport networks for such shipments are considered

seminal.

In 2010, he founded and served as Director
of the NSERC CREATE Program in
Healthcare Operations and Information
Management, a seven-university PhD/PDF
training program across Canada. Professor
Verter served as Editor-in-Chief of Socio-
Economic Planning Sciences, an
international journal focusing on public sector
decision making for ten years starting 2011.
Currently, he is a Senior Editor for the
Sustainable Operations and Healthcare
Management Departments in Production and
Operations Management journal. Professor
Verter was President of INFORMS Health
Applications and Public Sector OR Societies
in 2013 and 2018, respectively. In POMS, he
served as Founding President of College of
Healthcare Management, Vice President of
College of Sustainable Operations, and an
elected Board member in 2016-17.

CORS Annual Conference
8-10 June 2026, Kingston, Ont.
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Eldon Gunn Service Award

Jules Comeau, Gregory Paradis, Peter Vanberkel

The recipients of the Eldon Gunn Service Award for this year are Peter Vanberkel (Dalhousie
University), Jules Comeau (Université de Moncton) and Gregory Paradis (UBC).

The involvement of Peter Vanberkel with CORS dates back to 2015. First as Secretary for four years,
and then he served as (Vice/Past) President in 2021-2024. Additionally, he was the conference co-chair
of the 60" CORS Annual Conference held in Halifax in 2018.

Jules Comeau has been Councillor in 2017-2020 and (Vice/Past) President in 2020-2023. One of his
legacies is initiating a CORS Accounting system to make sure that the Society is following the Canadian
financial laws for non-profit organizations.

CORS Annual Conference
8-10 June 2026, Kingston, Ont.



A
2 ﬂ‘;@ CORS. Volume 59 Number 3 19
Bulletin August 2025

Greg Paradis hasn't been president of the Society (yet), but he has been president of the Analytics SIG
and the Treasurer for four years since 2020. Greg had the pleasure of implementing the accounting
system.

On a side note: these three gentlemen went to the Panthers-Oilers game viewing at Rogers Place on
June 9, and they felt like teenagers again (i.e., lowering the average age of the crowd). CORS Friendship
at its best.

CORS Annual Conference
8-10 June 2026, Kingston, Ont.
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EDI Excellence Award & EDI Event Fund

Taraneh Sowlati

Student Member Leadership
Award

Danielle Ripsman
(University of Toronto)

CORS Annual Conference
8-10 June 2026, Kingston, Ont.
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Practice Prize

First Prize

Analytics for Better Urban Cycling:
A Multi-year Collaboration with the
City of Toronto

Bo Lin, Madeleine Bonsma-Fisher,
Shoshanna Saxe, Timothy C. Y. Chan
University of Toronto

Cycling is an effective way to promote healthy
lifestyles, mitigate traffic congestion, enhance
social equity, and combat climate change.
However, safety and comfort concerns remain
major barriers to cycling uptake globally.
Towards the vision of making cycling safer
and more inviting, we engaged in a multi-year
collaboration with the City of Toronto to
develop and implement a suite of analytics
tools for the efficient assessment and planning
of urban bike infrastructure.

First, we propose a descriptive analytics
framework that assesses the cycling stress —
the discomfort cyclists experience — of each
road segment and quantifies the road
network's low-stress cycling accessibility. This
framework has been used to evaluate over ten bike infrastructure projects in Toronto and estimate the
infrastructure budget required to meet the city’s net-zero target. Building on this framework, we develop
a prescriptive model that identifies optimal locations of new bike lanes under a given budget. The
underlying optimization problem is a large-scale mixed-integer bilevel program that cannot be solved with
any existing techniques. In response, we develop a novel machine learning-augmented optimization
method that is computationally tractable and can generate provably high-quality solutions. This method,
which has a wide range of applications beyond bike infrastructure planning, represents a new paradigm
of integrating machine learning and optimization in the operations research literature.} From 2022 to
2024, this approach would have matched the accessibility increases of Toronto's implemented plan while
reducing required lane length by 25%, yielding estimated cost savings of over 18 million Canadian dollars.
Alternatively, the same infrastructure investment could have yielded an additional 11.2% increase in
cycling accessibility. This model has already directly informed Toronto’s 2025-2030 bike infrastructure
planning. As of March 2025, 29.1 km of bike lanes recommended by our optimization model had been
approved by Toronto City Council for construction between 2025 and 2027, with an additional 27.6 km
under study or in the design phase for future implementation. Finally, we introduce a predictive model
and a web application that support the broader application of our methods. The predictive model
assesses cycling stress based on widely available street-view images, enabling applications in cities
lacking detailed road network data required for traditional assessment approaches. The web application
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enables the visualization, modification, and refinement of optimization results, allowing both practitioners
and the public to interact seamlessly with our optimization models, regardless of technical expertise.

In summary, we present a comprehensive, end-to-end solution for urban bike infrastructure assessment
and planning. The methods have been applied in Toronto, will be piloted in Mississauga and Hamilton,
and hold potential for broader adoption in cities worldwide. As urban centers increasingly prioritize
sustainable transportation, this work offers a scalable and user-friendly model for leveraging analytics to
guide impactful infrastructure decisions.

Honourable Mention

Maedeh Sharbaf, Valérie Bélanger, Mariléne
Cherkesly, Marie-Eve Rancourt, Giovanni Michele
Toglia, Claudia Soto Orozco

(HEC Montréal)

"Risk-based shelter network design in flood-prone
areas: An application to Haiti"

Finalist

Mikael Ronnqvist, Mikael Frisk, Patrik Flisberg, David Bredstrom, Erik Ronnqvist, Emilie Klaus
(Laval University)

“Forest logistics planning with advanced analytics”

Chair: Antoine Legrain (Polytechnique Montreal)

Paper Judges: Philippe Grangier (lvadoLabs), Peter VanBerkel (Dalhousie University), Maciej
Bukczynski (DarkHorse Analytics), Elkafi Hassini (McMaster University)
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Student Paper Competition: Open Category

First Prize

Craig Fernandes, Ningyuan Chen, Timothy Chan
(University of Toronto)
“Income Pools for Superstar Markets”

Abstract

Superstar markets, where a few individuals earn
disproportionately high incomes, are prevalent in fields like
entrepreneurship, sports, and entertainment. This income
uncertainty can deter entry or prompt early exit. To address
this, we study income pools — contracts where individuals
agree to share a portion of future earnings with pool members
if a specific salary milestone is achieved. To date, hundreds
of income pool contracts have been signed in practice. We
develop the first mathematical model of income pools and
analyze their stability, proving that a stable pool always exists
with specific structural properties. We extend our analysis to
pools with size constraints, showing stability persists and
revealing a unique stable pool that Pareto dominates others. Finally, we examine general partition
structures, proving stable partitions exist and provide an algorithm to construct them. A case study on
2,000 professional baseball players suggests income pools can increase social welfare by 20%—-30%.

Second Prize

Xiaohui Tu, Yossiri Adulyasak, Nima Akbarzadeh,
Erick Delage

(HEC Montréal)

“Fair Resource Allocation in Weakly Coupled
Markov Decision Processes”
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Finalists

Justin Dumouchelle, Esther Julien, Jannis Kurtz
(University of Toronto)
“Deep Learning for Two-Stage Robust Integer Optimization”

Elham Heydari-gharaei, Hossein Abouee Mehrizi, Mehdi Nourinejad
(York University)
“Leveraging Data Contributors to Enhance Social Welfare Through Crowdsensing”

Xinyuan Zhang, Jussi Keppo, Michael Jong Kim
(University of British Columbia)
“Diversified Learning: Bayesian Control with Multiple Biased Information Sources”

Chair: Andre Augusto Cire (University of Toronto)

Presentation Judges: Maryam Daryalal (HEC Montréal), Carlos H. Cardonha (University of
Connecticut)

Paper Judges:

Azarakhsh Malekian, Chi-Guhn Lee, Dionne Aleman, Dmitry Krass, Gonzalo Romero, Elias
Khalil, Ningyuan Chen, Raghav Singal, Timothy Chan, Vahid Sarhangian, Michael Carter,
Ming Hu (University of Toronto)

Mehmet Gumus, Saibal Ray, Samira A. Rahimi, Yichuan Ding (McGill University)
Antoine Lesage-Landry, Louis-Martin Rousseau (Polytechnique Montreal)

Amir Ardestani-Jaafari, Michael Jong Kim (University of British Columbia)
Moren Lévesque (York University)

Erick Delage, Yossiri Adulyasak (HEC Montréal)
Leandro C. Coelho (Laval University)

Antoine Sauré, Jonathan Patrick (University of Ottawa)
Marco Bijvank (University of Calgary)

Douglas Down, Kai Huang (McMaster University)
Salimur Choudhury (Queen’s University)

Sebastien Martin (Northwestern University)

Eman Almehdawe (University of Regina)

Saied Samiedaluie (University of Alberta)
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Student Paper Competition: Undergraduate Category
First Prize

Ananga Bajgai, Saffron Kozakova, Allan Che, Hannah Nadnaden
(Simon Fraser University)

"Optimizing the Distribution of Mental Health and Substance Use Supported Housing Models in
Vancouver"

Abstract : This paper explores the optimization of supported housing assignments within Vancouver
Coastal Health's Mental Health and Substance Use (MHSU) program using mathematical modeling.
The goal is to better align housing resources with client needs while staying within budget constraints.
By analyzing patient categories based on medical, psychiatric, and substance use needs, we propose a
data-driven approach to reduce wait times and improve placement outcomes. We use AnyLogic to
simulate different housing distributions and evaluate their effectiveness. A preliminary Mixed-Integer
Linear Programming (MILP) model is also being developed to explore structured optimization methods,
offering an alternative to the current clinician-driven process. These techniques aim to enhance
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accessibility and care quality for individuals with complex needs. Beyond the VCH region, this research
demonstrates the broader potential of mathematical modeling in housing policy. Integrating quantitative
tools into decision making can reduce inefficiencies and promote more equitable resource distribution.
Our findings suggest that these methods can complement clinical expertise and provide scalable
solutions for supported housing allocation in healthcare systems.

Second Prize

Larissa Troper, Aniq Premji, Matthew Chan, Adel
Pazoki, Sunischit Thapa

(University of Waterloo)

"A Data-Driven Approach to Master Surgical
Scheduling"

Finalists

Nagisa Nakamura, Andy Fu, Carl (Jiale) Huang
(Simon Fraser University)
“Environmental and Economic Assessment of Diabetic Foot Ulcers”

Huilei (Grace) Wang, Fuyu Wang, Muchen Liu, Yulong Li
(University of Toronto )
“Al-Driven Inpatient Surge Prediction and Health Human Resource Optimization for SickKids Hospital”
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Chair: Aliaa Alnaggar (Toronto Metropolitan University)

Committee: Peter Vanberkel (Dalhousie University), Setareh Farajollahzadeh (McGill
University)

Paper Judges: Hossein Abouee Mehrizi (University of Waterloo), Osman Alp (University of
Calgary), Saman Amin & Mucabhit Cevik (Toronto Metropolitan University), Gohram Baloch &
Alexander (Sandy) Rutherford (Simon Fraser University), Maciej Bukczynski (University of
Alberta), Michael Carter (University of Toronto), Maryam Daryalal (HEC Montréal), Setareh
Farajollahzadeh (McGill University), Berk Gorgulu (McMaster University)

Student Chapter Recognition

Every year, CORS recognizes the contributions of active CORS student chapters in serving society
through certificates at bronze, silver, or gold levels. These certificates recognize the efforts of the student
chapters' members in promoting operations research in the student membership by organizing events
related to the scope of CORS, both at the local and national levels.

Presented by: Eman Almehdawe

Hamilton Student Chapter
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Toronto Student Chapter

Waterloo Student Chapter
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Energy, Environment, and Sustainability SIG
Student Paper Competition
First Prize

Mostafa Mostafavi Sani, Hamid Afshari, Ahmed Saif
(Dalhousie University)

“The Role of Long-Term Hydrogen Storage in Decarbonizing
Remote Communities in Canada: An Optimization
Framework with Economic, Environmental, and Social
Objectives”

Second Prize (tied)

Elham Soufiani, Eman Almehdawe
(University of Regina)

“A Realistic MAP/PH/c Queuing Model for
Electric Vehicle Charging Stations:
Theoretical Development and Real-World
Case Study”
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Second Prize (tied)

Majid Emami Javanmard, Yili Tang,
J. Adrian Martinez-Hernandez
(University of Western Ontario)
“Forecasting Air Transportation
Demand and Its Impacts on Energy
Consumption and Emission”

Chair: Mehrdad Pirnia (University of Waterloo)

Committee: Fuzhan Nasiri (Concordia University), Olivier Bahn (HEC Montréal), Miguel Anjos
(University of Edinburgh), Joe Naoum-Sawaya (Western University)
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Forestry SIG David Martell Student Paper Prize

First Prize (tied)

Abdelhakim Abdellaoui, Francois Aube, Loubna Benabbou, Issmail El Hallaoui, Mouloud Amazouz
(Polytechnique Montréal)

“A Decomposition-Based Framework for Large-Scale Multi-Period Log-Truck Routing and Scheduling:
A Case Study in Canadian Forestry”
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First Prize (tied)

Elaheh Ghasemi, Nadia Lehoux, Mikael Rénnqvist

(University of British Columbia)

“A multi-level production-inventory-distribution system under mixed make to stock, make to order, and
vendor managed inventory strategies: An application in the pulp and paper industry”

Elaheh Ghasemi

First Prize - David Martell Student
Paper Prize in Forestry

2025 Canadian Operational

Research Society Conference

| THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA

===

- Faculty of Forestry

Chair: Gaurav Kumar (University of British Columbia)

Paper Judges: David Martell (University of Toronto), Jules Comeau (Université de Moncton)
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Health Care OR SIG Student Paper Competition

First Prize

Shahryar Moradi, Antoine Sauré, Jonathan Patrick
(University of Ottawa)

"Advance Multi-Priority, Multi-Appointment Patient
Scheduling with Dependent Demand and Lead
Times"

Second Prize

Esma Akgun, Fatih Safa Erenay, Sibel Alumur
Alev, William Ciccotelli

(University of Waterloo)

“Optimizing Surveillance Protocols for Hospital-
Acquired Infections: Case of MRSA”
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Finalists

Mahdi Shakeri, Marco Bijvank, Soroush Saghafian

(University of Calgary)

“Who to See Next? Guiding Physicians with Time-dependent Patient Selection Policies Under Shift
Work”

Pedram Farghadani Chaharsooghi, Hossein Hashemi Doulabi, Walter Rei, Michel Gendreau
(Concordia University)
“Stochastic Casualty Response Planning with Multiple Classes of Patients”

Chair: Martin Cousineau (HEC Montréal)

Presentation Judges: Adam Diamant (York University), Antoine Legrain (Polytechnique
Montréal), Steven Shechter (University of British Columbia), Valérie Bélanger (HEC Montréal),
Vedat Verter (Queen's University)

Paper Judges:

Antoine Legrain, Antoine Lesage-Landry, Louis-Martin Rousseau (Polytechnique Montréal)
Fatih Safa Erenay, Hossein Abouee Mehrizi, Houra Mahmoudzadeh (University of Waterloo)
Mehmet Gumus, Yichuan Daniel Ding, Samira Abbasgholizadeh Rahimi (McGill University)
Dionne Aleman, Timothy Chan, Vahid Sarhangian (University of Toronto)

Erick Delage, Valérie Bélanger (HEC Montréal)
Antoine Sauré, Jonathan Patrick (University of Ottawa)
Hossein Hashemi Doulabi (Concordia University)
Mucahit Cevik (Toronto Metropolitan University)
Saied Samiedaluie (University of Alberta)

Salimur Choudhury (Queen’s University)

Amir Ardestani-Jaafari (University of British Columbia)
Marco Bijvank (University of Calgary)

Peter VanBerkel (Dalhousie University)

Berk Gorgulu (McMaster University)

Moren Lévesque (York University)
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Queueing and Applied Probability SIG Student Paper Competition

First Prize

Zhenghang Xu, Opher Baron, Dmitry Krass, Arik
Senderovich, Mark van der Laan

(University of Toronto)

“Queueing Causal Models: Comparative Analytics
in Queueing Systems”

Second Prize

Arseniy Gorbushin, Ming Hu, Opher Baron, Olga Bountali,
Binyamin Oz

(University of Toronto)

“Are No-Shows All That Bad? Strategic Double-Booking and
When to Intervene”
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Finalists

Arash Asgari, Amir Rastpour, Saied Samiedaluie
(University of Alberta)
“Asymptotic analysis of queueing systems with impatient customers and stochastic agent unavailability”

Xiangjie Zhao, Yichuan Ding, Dongdong Ge, Xiaoqing Xie

(McGill University)

“Early Birds versus Last-Minute Arrivals: Empirical Evidence and Theoretical Analysis of Arrival Time
Queueing Game”

Yifeng Cao, Yichuan Ding, Daniel Granot, Hao Zhang
(University of British Columbia)

“Optimizing Mobility in Public Housing Allocation”
Chair: Amir Rastpour (Ontario Tech University)

Committee: Yun Zhou (McMaster) and Yiwen Jin (U of Calgary)

CORS Annual Conference
8-10 June 2026, Kingston, Ont.



Al
%fcﬁ?‘é@ CORS Volume 59 Number 3 37
Bulletin August 2025

Transportation and Logistics SIG
Gilbert Laporte Student Paper Award

First Prize

Amin Ahmadi Digehsara, Amir Ardestani-Jaafari,
Shumail Mazahir, Vahid Roshanaei

(University of British Columbia, Okanagan)

“The Value of Flexibility in Robust Supply Chain
Network Design”

Second Prize

Mina Torabi Milani, Hossein Abouee-Mehrizi, Hamid
Arzani, Saeed Ghadimi

(University of Waterloo)

“From Urban Centers to Rural Areas: The Trade-offs
Between Efficiency and Fairness”
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Finalists

Bo Lin, Timothy Chan, Erick Delage
(University of Toronto)
Conformal Inverse Optimization for Adherence-aware Prescriptive Analytics

Sahil Bhatt, Aliaa Alnaggar

(Toronto Metropolitan University)
Fleet Size Planning in Crowdsourced Delivery: Balancing Service Level and Driver Utilization

Chair: Sibel Alumur Alev (University of Waterloo)

Committee: Okan Arslan & Gilbert Laporte (HEC Montreal)
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SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS

A SIG provides a mechanism to promote CORS, the SIG area, and the SIG members, as well as the
opportunity for CORS members with common interests to interact and network. You can find the SIG
webpages on the CORS website.

Analytics SIG
Cecilia Ying, 18yly@queensu.ca
Queen’s University

Energy, Environment, and Sustainability SIG
Fuzhan Nasiri, fuzhan.nasiri@concordia.ca
Concordia University

Forestry SIG
Mazyar Zahedi-Seresht, mazyar.zahedi@ucanwest.ca
University Canada West

Health Care Operational Research SIG
Vahid Sarhangian, sarhangian@mie.utoronto.ca
University of Toronto

Quantum Computing for Optimization SIG
Mahzabeen Emu, 20me21@queensu.ca
Queen’s University

Queueing and Applied Probability SIG
Amir Rastpour, amir.rastpour@uoit.ca
Ontario Tech University

Teaching and Learning SIG
Mengyu Li, mengyu.li@ufl.edu
University of Florida

Transportation and Logistics SIG
Okan Arslan, okan.arslan@hec.ca
HEC Montreal

If you would like to join a SIG, contact the people listed above, or indicate when you renew your CORS
membership. CORS encourages members with common interest in an area within or related to
operational research to form additional SIGs. More information can be found on the CORS website.

If you are interested in forming a SIG in a particular area
contact Houra Mahmoudzadeh (vicepresident@cors.ca)

CORS Annual Conference
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SIG NEWS

Energy, Environment, and Sustainability SIG
CORS Energy, Environment, and Sustainability SIG organized eight sessions during CORS 2025:

Economics of Energy Systems

Sustainable Supply Chains & ESG Strategies

Student Paper Competition: Energy, Environment, and Sustainability
Operational Models in Energy Systems

Long-term Planning for Climate Change Mitigation & Adaptation
Energy Infrastructure and Market Dynamics

Innovative Sustainability Solutions

Energy Justice

They also invite you to view their recently updated SIG webpage:
https://cors.ca/communities/corscom/web/energy-environment-and-sustainability-sig

Teaching and Learning SIG

Welcome, Vahid Roshanaei!

We're excited to officially welcome Vahid Roshanaei (bio) as our new Vice President and President
Elect! Please join us in congratulating him and supporting him in this new leadership role.

Call for Submissions: Teaching Tools & Case Study Reviews

Do you have a teaching tool, case study, or classroom strategy that's worked well for you? We'd love to

feature it in an upcoming bulletin!
Please send your submission to mengyu.li@ufl.edu so we can share it with our community.

What's Next for Our SIG?

At our annual SIG meeting during the CORS conference, we explored a number of exciting ideas for the
coming year. We'll be reaching out soon with a follow-up email and a short poll to gather your input on
what priorities and activities matter most to you. Stay tuned — we want your voice to help shape our path

forward!

CORS Annual Conference
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Transportation and Logistics SIG

Special Issue on Emerging Topics in Transportation and Logistics is available online

To celebrate the launch of the Transportation and Logistics Special Interest Group (SIG) and promote
research in the field, a special issue is published online in the flagship journal of CORS, INFOR:
Information Systems and Operational Research. The special issue highlights innovative applications and
methodological advancements in operations research related to emerging topics in transportation and
logistics. It features six articles covering a broad range of subjects within the field.

Seminar by Jean-Frangois Cordeau, Professor of Operations Management at HEC Montréal
(April 25, 2025)

The SIG hosted an inspiring seminar titled “Benders Decomposition for Facility Location and Network
Design Problems” presented by Professor Jean-Francois Cordeau. Held online on April 25, 2025, the
seminar attracted a strong interest with 68 participants in attendance. Professor Cordeau delivered a
methodical presentation on the power and practicality of Benders decomposition for facility location and
network design problems. The presentation covered foundational concepts, key decomposition
techniques, and advanced acceleration strategies. Framed by both mathematical theory and
computational insights, the talk highlighted why the method has become so impactful in large-scale
optimization, particularly in applications of transportation and logistics.

Stay tuned and join us as a member for more activities in transportation and logistics!

CORS Annual Conference
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SECTION & CHAPTER NEWS
Québec Student Chapter

Chapter launch: February 2025
President: Razieh Mousavi
Vice President: Maude Gagné
Activities:

e April 16: Organized an industry talk by Olivier Morin, co founder of Fabric Manic, a Québec-
based company specializing in high precision electronic assembly.

o May 15: Attended the meeting of the CORS student chapters.
e June 2025: Attended the CORS Annual Conference, Edmonton, AB:

0 Maude Gagné moderated a career panel featuring both industry and academic
perspectives.
o0 Both the president and vice president gave presentations on their research.

Membership: 32 members (18 students, 14 regular), updated: March 7.

Toronto Student Chapter

Here are the updates from the Toronto Student Chapter:

¢ On May 21, 2025, we hosted an event where students practiced their presentations ahead of the
CORS conference.

e On May 28, 2025, we hosted Prof. Philipp Aféche, who delivered a fantastic educational talk on
writing a literature review. The event was hybrid, and the recording can be accessed at
https://org.mie.utoronto.ca/events/

e During the CORS conference, our student chapter was thrilled to be recognized with a Bronze
Medal.

e Upcoming event:

o On August 6, 2025, we are planning a fun movie night featuring Travelling Salesman
(2012).

CORS Annual Conference
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2025-2026 BUDGET

Account Balances Opening April 1, 2024 Closing March 31, 2025

Cash on Hand 366.40 36.39
Chequing 218,447.12 235,316.10
PayPal 23,502.35 281.58
Stripe - 1,150.02
Total Assets 241,949.47 236,747.70

The chequing opening and closing balances are taken from the bank statements and were reported
incorrectly at the AGM.

Revenue
2023-2024 2024-2025 Variance 2025-2026
Budget Actual Budget Actual Budget-Actual Budget
Revenue
Membership 30,000 30,190.41 30,000 $38,705.00 -$8,705.00 $40,000.00
Conference -22,612.31 10,000 $128,640.00 -$118,640.00 $130,000.00
INFOR 25,000 14,786.98 20,000 $16,634.12 $3,365.88 $15,000.00

Sales Tax Collected
Miscellaneous

Total Revenue

- 150.00
55,000 67,739.70

- $16,435.96
- $5,303.29
60,000 $205,718.37

-$16,435.96  $16,000.00
-$5,303.29 -
-$145,718.37 $201,000.00

CORS Annual Conference
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Expenses
Accounting Services

Administrative Support (defunct)

Bookkeeping Support (defunct)
Administrative Coordinator
Administrative Expenses
Bookkeeping Expenses
Translation Services
Council Meeting

Section & Chapter Budgets
SIG Budgets

IFORS Subscription
Conference Expenses
Awards & Prizes

Travelling Speaker Program
INFOR Expenses (defunct)
Sales Tax Remitted
Banking Charges

Web Services

Grad Student Conf Support
Board & Event Insurance
EDI Initiatives
Miscellaneous

Total Expenses

Total Revenue
Total Expenses

Net Revenue

Volume 59 Number 3

August 2025
Expenses
2023-2024 2024-2025

Budget Actual Budget Actual
8,000 17,603.30 8,000 $9,105.00
12,600 11,550.00 = =
4,800 4,400.00 - -
- - 25,000 $24,999.96
2,000 997.97 2,000 $1,236.79
200 - 200 $1,027.77
2,500 1,737.16 2,500 $1,443.36
4,000 4,672.29 7,000 $6,149.36
15,000 - 15,000 $2,161.60
6,000 1,645.90 6,000 $865.37
500 - 500 $896.12
- 2,430.00 - $114,202.23
5,000 250.00 3,000 $2,900.00
2,000 - 2,000 $500.00
- 32.00 - -
- 2,326.59 - $15,625.32
1,500 2,043.83 1,500 $4,901.06
2,000 820.39 2,000 $8,102.10
8,000 6,750.00 8,000  $5,495.00
1,500 1,252.00 1,500 $1,569.00
2,500 - 2,500 $2,500.00
- - - $1,724.88

78,100 58,511.43 86,700 $205,404.92

Net Revenue

2023-2024
Budget Actual

2024-2025
Budget Actual
55,000 67,739.70 60,000 $205,718.37
78,100 58,511.43 86,700 $205,404.92
(23,100) 9,228.27 (26,700.00) 313.45

Variance

Budget-Actual

-$1,105.00

$0.04
$763.21
-$827.77
$1,056.64
$850.64
$12,838.40
$5,134.63
-$396.12
-$114,202.23
$100.00
$1,500.00
-$15,625.32
-$3,401.06
-$6,102.10
$2,505.00
-$69.00
$0.00
-$1,724.88
-$118,704.92

Variance

Budget-Actual

-$145,718.37
-$118,704.92
-$27,013.45

44

2025-2026
Budget

$10,000.00

$25,000.00
$2,000.00
$1,000.00
$2,500.00
$7,000.00
$15,000.00
$7,000.00
$500.00
$110,000.00
$3,000.00
$2,000.00
$16,000.00
$5,000.00
$2,000.00
$9,000.00
$1,750.00
$2,500.00

$221,250.00

2025-2026
Budget
$201,000.00
$221,250.00

(20,250.00)
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2024-2025 MEMBERSHIP REPORT

| am pleased to submit the 2024-2025 CORS Annual Membership Report, which documents the
membership activities experienced by the Society over the past year, for the consideration of CORS
Council. The report provides the Council with the information it needs to assess the health and well being
of the Society; to monitor the effectiveness of membership processes and practices; and to identify areas
where policy initiatives or changes may be required.

These graphs summarize the report, which can be seen in full on the CORS website.

Erla Anderson, Administrative Coordinator
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Membership by Member Type 2015-2016 to 2024-2025 as of March 31
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New Memberships 2015-2016 to 2024-2025 as of March 31
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New Memberships in 2024-2025 by Section (Chapter) and Member Type
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Membership in 2024-2025 by SIG and Member Type on March 31, 2025
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MEETINGS AND CONFERENCES

11 June 2025
19 Sep 2025
14 Nov 2025
23 Jan 2026
27 Mar 2026
24 April 2026
7 June 2026
8 June 2026
9 June 2026

8-10 June 2026

Business Meetings

Meeting #1, Conference

Meeting #2, Teleconference

Meeting #3, Montreal

Meeting #4, Teleconference

Meeting #5, Teleconference, Financial Planning Committee
Meeting #6, Teleconference

Meeting #7, Conference

Meeting #8, Conference, SIGs, Sections, Chapters
Meeting #9, Conference, CORS AGM

CORS Annual Conferences

Annual Conference, Kingston, Ont.

WWW Conference Listings

CORS: https://www.cors.ca/content/cors-annual-conferences

INFORMS: https://www.informs.org/Meetings-Conferences

IFORS: www.ifors.org/web

Netlib Conference Database: ftp://ftp.cc.ac.cn/netlib/confdb/Conferences.html

SIAM: www.siam.org/meetings/calendar.php

POMS: https://[pomsmeetings.org

EURO: www.euro-online.org/web/pages/460/calendar
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THE NEXT ISSUE

The next issue of the Bulletin will be published in November. Contributions to this issue, especially
news on the activities of local sections or CORS members, should be submitted by 24 October 2025.
The new editor will be announced on the CORS Mailing List.

The preferred method of submission is by an MS Word attachment to an email.

CORS BULLETIN TRANSLATION POLICY

Items that are CORS business will be translated into English and French. All other items will be
published in the language in which they are submitted.

CORS BULLETIN ADVERTISING POLICY

Ads cost $120 per page, proportional for fractional pages. Logos and prepared layouts can be
accommodated. This fee also includes distribution of the advertisement on the CORS Mailing List.
Direct inquiries to the Editor.

CORS MAILING LIST

As a benefit of membership, members may use the CORS Mailing List to transmit messages,
announcements, and job postings to the entire membership or to a targeted subgroup such as a local
section. For example:

e messages regarding the activities and business of the society

e announcements about conferences, conference sessions, special journal issues, seminars, or
other activities if these are related to operational research in its broadest sense

e job postings of general interest to CORS members

The Mailing List is not used for commercial purposes, and all messages are vetted before they are sent
out. To submit items to the Mailing List, please email members@cors.ca

For non-members, a fee of $60 is charged for the distribution of job postings and other announcements
or messages of interest to the CORS membership.

CORS Annual Conference
8-10 June 2026, Kingston, Ont.
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The Canadian Operational Research Society was founded in 1958. Its goal is to advance the theory
and practice of OR and to stimulate and promote contacts between people interested in the subject.

Publications: A quarterly scientific journal called INFOR and a news Bulletin.

Meetings: An annual national conference with an award ceremony, occasionally organized jointly with an
international society (IFORS, INFORMS), and numerous local events organized by local sections.

Local Sections & Chapters: CORS has 12 local sections located throughout Canada and 8 student
chapters.

Awards and Prizes: CORS presents the following annual awards and prizes at its conference:

Award of Merit for significant contributions to OR of a present or past member.
Harold Larnder Award to an individual who has achieved international distinction in OR.

Omond Solandt Award to an organization, private or governmental, that is deemed to have made an
outstanding contribution to OR in Canada.

Practice Prize for the challenging application of the OR approach to the solution of applied problems.
Eldon Gunn Service Award for outstanding contributions of time and service to the society.

Student Paper Competition to recognize the contribution of a paper either directly to the field of OR
through the development of methodology or to another field through the application of OR.

EDI Excellence Award to recognize outstanding commitment and achievements in advancing EDI
within CORS.

EDI Event Fund to support initiatives that actively promote and celebrate EDI within CORS.

Student Member Leadership Award in recognition of exemplary leadership in service to
the Society as a student member.

Student Chapter Recognition in recognition of members of student chapters in promoting OR in the
student membership at the local and national levels.

Graduate Student Funding: CORS encourages attendance of graduate students at its conference by
providing partial funding. Visit the CORS website for details.

CORS Diploma: This diploma is awarded to students graduating from a university curriculum comprising
several OR courses. Criteria can be found on the CORS website.

Membership Directory: An online directory of CORS members is available as a membership benefit.

To join CORS: Go to the CORS website and join using the form found under membership.
Fees: Member $140; Retired Member $55; Student Member $55 (including post-doctoral researchers)

Website: https://www.cors.ca Twitter: https://twitter.com/CORS_President
INFOR: https://www.tandfonline.com/loi/tinf20

LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/canadian-operational-research-society

CORS-SCRO
Atlantic — Québec — Québec Student — Montréal - Montréal Student — Kingston — Kingston Student — Ottawa
Toronto — Toronto Student — Hamilton Student — Waterloo Student — Southwest Ontario — Winnipeg — Saskatoon
Alberta Student — Calgary Edmonton — Okanagan Student — Vancouver
https://www.cors.ca
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